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Standards Organization Forms XML Forum for Education

August 29, 2000 (Washington, DC)  The Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council (PESC) announces the formation of the XML Forum for Education for the purpose of establishing Extensible Markup Language (XML) standards for the higher education community.  Forum membership is open to all organizations—non-profit, commercial, or governmental—interested in using XML in their data exchanges with education entities—schools, software and service providers, and financial aid lenders, servicers, and guaranty agencies.

XML, a specification used in software to define the content of an electronic document, is becoming widely used in business-to-business transactions because it is platform neutral.  Whether sending data over the web or between applications, XML can be used to transmit both text and the meaning of that text.  The World Wide Web Consortium developed and released version 1.0 of the XML specification in 1998.  Trading partners and individual industries are left to define the tag names, enveloping structures, and transport methods. 

The inaugural meeting of the XML Forum for Higher Education was held on August 4, 2000, in Washington, DC.  The result was the creation of three work groups which will operate during the first year of the Forum:

· Core Components Work Group to develop a data dictionary and a list of common objects definitions
· Technology Work Group to produce a security best practices document, define a protocol for dealing with extensions, and provide guidance, proofs of concepts, and quality assurance to other work groups
· Marketing and Communications Work Group to focus on outreach activities and to increase awareness of XML standards for applications in education
Keith Riccitelli, PESC representative of USA Group and Steering Committee Chair, encourages Forum membership.  “The Forum provides a unique opportunity for the education community to collaborate on XML standards rather than allowing multiple approaches to proliferate, which only hampers communication.”

The Standards Council is currently putting the Forum’s governance structure in place, accepting memberships for FY2001, and forming the work groups at this time.  Details of the Forum and its first meeting plus a participant form are available at www.StandardsCouncil.org/indexml.htm.

The Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council is a non-profit membership organization whose mission is to improve service and control costs of higher education by promoting standards for data sharing.  

