Minutes of CPPA Conference Call Feb. 14, 2003
Attending:  Dale Moberg, Marty Sachs, Himagiri Mukkamala, Paul Madsen, Pete Wenzel, Keith Babo, Jamie Clark, Jean Zheng

This is a voting meeting.

Dale gave an overview of the Mar. 10-14 face to face meeting of UN/CEFACT and some OASIS teams in San Diego.

· The CPPA meeting will be March 12-14. March 13 will be spent on negotiation open issues and loose ends. On Mar. 14, there will be a discussion of proposed CPPA improvements, especially modularization.  There will also be a discussion of the revised charter. Mar. 12 includes joint meetings with MSG, IIC, and maybe BPSS.

· Messaging meets Mar. 10-11.

Dale announced that OASIS is moving to a Kabi Web-based approach for information management.  All TCs will be expected to use it after a transition period of a couple of months.  Look at kabi.oasis.open.org for information on what it is.

Dale announced that there is a new TC on Web services reliable messaging.  Pete explained that it will be based on the reliable-messaging part of the ebXML messaging specification (ebMS).  Marty pointed out that someone needs to deal with the reliable-messaging open issues (such as lack of reliability under system-failure conditions) that have been discussed on and off since ebMS version 2 was approved.  Dale suggested that a minimum, there is a need to clarify the scope of ebMS – what it covers and what it does not cover.

Dale observed that ebXML needs to consider taking advantage of the various Web services modules that are coming out, such as security.  Another possibility is to take advantage of the WS-I profiles.

Marty announced that IBM has updated its IPR disclosure to the CPPA team to identify the previously unidentified second patent.  The updated disclosure is available on the CPPA team web page. The patent application for the second patent has been published, as required by law, on the US Patent and Trademarks Office web site 18 months after the application was submitted. The title is “Automated Dynamic Negotiation of Electronic Service Contracts.”  Marty is one of the inventors. The only change in the IPR disclosure is the addition of the title of the patent application. There are no changes in the terms and conditions.  The patent application can be found on the USPTO Web site by searching patent applications on “Negotiation”.

Dale discussed the new header group, a UN/CEFACT activity involving large companies in the UCC and EAN areas.  This potentially is of interest to any company with a product that has a bar code.  In this area, back-end systems keep track of collaborations based on what is in the EDI headers.  The companies involved are concerned that these semantic elements are not provided in ebXML.  They want a specification that defines the semantic elements so that they can be shared between EDI and ebXML. In general, this subject matter relates to the interface between the business application and middleware. APIs can also be defined.

There was a discussion of comments that were recently posted to the CPPA-Comment list:

· The partyId naming document is not at the URL given in the specification. Dale explained that the document is still unfinished.  He will re-post the draft to the CPPA list.

· In one of the examples, there are mismatched spellings (“acknowledgment” and “acknowledgement”) in matching canSend and canReceive elements. Dale proposed to handle the correction as an erratum. We need to check whether the error is also in the schema.

Dale discussed recent comments on the complexity of the CPA. Jamie observed that people understate the complexity of trading-partner collaborations. Dale replied that we need to do a better job of getting out that message.
Dale discussed modularity as one way of attacking the CPA complexity problem. The CPA is a complex container containing lots of things. Modularizing it will make it easier to deal with.  It can be useful as a standardized container for various replaceable modules. He believes that Web services will eventually recognize a similar need.

Respectfully submitted,

Marty Sachs
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