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EPR and e-Folder – a standard for interaction and interoperability  

Tor Haug and Hans A Aanesen 

In the last issue of CW we presented views on “Policy for integration and use of open standards”. We argued that standards must be on three levels – functions, technical and open components. We argued also that we need a superstructure application – an integrator. 

In this article we present Norwegian American cooperation about standardization structure and functionality in e-Folder. This standard can be used in all kind of electronic processes (EPR) and other applications using e-Folder. E-Folder follows the principles discussed in the first article. 

The development of e-Folder seems to get significant support in many main American organizations. The reason for standardizing e-Folder is also that an increasing number of applications use electronic folders, and that e-Folder will be a tool to achieve interoperability. 

“We” represent Technical Committees (TC) in OASIS plus EPR Forum. OASIS is a leading standard organization within XML and Webservices. EPR is a sub committee in OASIS. We want EPR to be a technical committee with secretariat located in Oslo. EPR-Forum is an International Association registered in Norway with Board members from USA, England and Norway with David RR Webber is Chair.

Levels of standardization

The function standard exists in a version 0.1. The draft must be revised.  We want this standard to be promoted as an International standard through ISO by Standards Norway

The technical standards specify the technical solutions. The technical standards shall be developed through OASIS because e-Folder will use many other standards from OASIS. 

The technical standards will be transformed to programmed components. EPR describes the open traffic rules (demand specifications) for interaction and integration of loosely coupled components (ebXML, Web Services, IFC components etc). These can be written in open source or/and closed sources, but they must satisfy the interaction demands in the XML based Meta model. 

The components will also be included in the electronic development arenas (eprArena). An eprArena will be used to sew together applications. A version of eprArena can be used to verify that the application follows the rules.  

It is only components which are critical for interoperability that will be delivered as freeware. 

Standardizing structure and functionality 

An e-Folder will function as a superstructure – including a super-portal which organize access to other portals. Legacy systems which shall be loosely coupled to the e-Folder must describe their data in relation to Metadata in the e-Folder and not the opposite. The folders will also integrate and make use of numerous other standards, 

The structure of the folders will be divided into three parts – documents, administrative and technical tasks and physical tasks. This structure will be the basis for automatic modelling. 

Functions in workflows are examples of standardizing functions. It is absolutely possible to standardize the functions without standardizing a whole work flow system. 
Examples of areas of applications

All service oriented applications (superstructures) can be built with the same main structure and basis functionality – with a dramatic reduced effort. This will be possible through a systematic and comprehensive reuse of components. These service oriented applications must be superstructures above existing legacy systems, because it is quite unrealistic to renew all legacy systems at the same time. 

The applications will cover such unlike areas as: e-Construction, e-Healthcare, e-Learning, e-Community – a family of applications covering all needs of local Government, e-R&D, e-Strategy, plus many others. 
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