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The charter for this TC is as follows.

Name
Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee within the LegalXML Member Section.

The Technical Committee plans to constitute the following subcommittees, and such additional subcommittees as shall appear necessary and appropriate to carrying out the Technical Committee's purpose:

· 
· Court Filing Document Subcommittee

· Conformance Subcommittee
· Outreach Subcommittee
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Statement of Purpose
The Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee will develop specifications for the use of XML to create legal documents and to transmit legal documents from an attorney, party or self-represented litigant to a court, from a court to an attorney, party or self-represented litigant or to another court, and from an attorney or other user to another attorney or other user of legal documents and intermediaries serving as agents of courts, attorneys, and parties.  The TC will develop techniques and principles for marking up legal documents and forms for the purpose of data capture and re-use.   Because it is an essential part of the business model for electronic filing applications, the Technical Committee will also develop specifications for

1. querying a court for data or documents and for returning the response to such a query,

2. expressing unique court policies and requirements in XML,

3. providing legally sufficient service of court filings on other attorneys and unrepresented parties to a court case (and, if and when authorized by law, service of process on defendants or respondents to establish the court's jurisdiction over them under principles of due process of law), 
4. linking electronic documents to law firm and court case management information and document management systems. It will develop additional specifications found to be needed to support the transition of courts and the legal profession from reliance upon paper documents and paper court files to electronic documents and electronic case files,

5. sending and receiving payments associated with filings electronically, 
6. providing appropriate security to ensure the confidentiality, authenticity, correctness and completeness of the information transmitted, and

7. sending messages to court users concerning changes in the contents or status of a document.
In addition to the OASIS approval process, the Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee will provide its proposed and recommended specifications to the National Consortium for State Court Automation Standards, a subcommittee of the Joint Technology Committee of the Conference of State Court Administrators (COSCA) and National Association for Court Management (NACM). After a "proposed standard" successfully completes two interoperability tests, the Technical Committee transmits the specification to the Joint Technology Committee for adoption as a "recommended standard." When the Joint Technology Committee approves that recommendation, it is sent to the Boards of Directors of the two parent bodies for formal adoption on behalf of all state courts. The members of the Conference of Chief Justices will then take whatever actions are required to implement the standards in their jurisdictions.

The Conference of State Court Administrators and National Association for Court Management may also submit the specifications for recognition by the Global Justice Information Network Advisory Committee of the United States Department of Justice.

Duration

The Technical Committee intends to continue indefinitely, so long as there is a need for the development, refinement, and implementation of XML standards to support electronic filing of court and legal profession documents in the United States and other countries, modifying this Charter from time to time to define new and revised tasks.
Officers

The Technical Committee has the following officers:

-
Public and private sector co-chairs
-
Secretary

-
Editor and Associate Editor
-
Webmaster

-
Representative to the LegalXML Member Section Steering Committee

Individuals may hold more than one position.  Officers will be elected annually during December of each year, by a majority of those voting members voting, to serve during the following calendar year.  Officers shall serve until their replacements take office.
List of Deliverables
During 2007, 2008 and 2009, the Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee plans to complete the following tasks::

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. Monitor developments in electronic filing involving courts, the justice system, and the legal system that bear on the use of XML to support such transactions. 
10. Conduct implementation and interoperability testing of the ECF specification, including testing of the service MDE.
11. 
12. Develop and approve as a Committee Draft for release in 2008 a version of the ECF specification complying with the National Information Exchange Model and incorporating
a.  Electronic filing in intermediate appellate courts and courts of last resort, including administrative matters such as bar admissions, bar discipline, rulemaking 
b. Electronic filing in civil traffic, parking and local ordinance violations
13. Develop and approve as a Committee Draft for release in 2010 a version of the ECF incorporating

a. Electronic filing in administrative tribunals

b. Electronic filing of non-case-related documents with courts or clerks of court, such as marriage licenses, wills, notary applications, bond authority, and bond limits in trial courts,
14. Develop for release in early 2009 a mapping between the ECF specification and the PRIA specification for filing deeds, mortgages, liens and other real property instruments
15. Review and approve additional service interaction profiles and signature profiles for ECF upon submission by an interested party.
16. Support the use of XML to submit all of the content for frequently used standard court forms in areas such as child support, child dependency, and probate cases and to generate human-readable documents from the official XML submissions.
17. Develop a means for electronic primary service of process (the delivery of documents such as summonses, subpoenas, and warrants that establish a court’s jurisdiction over a party) after the American Bar Association completes its work on draft rules or legislation to authorize electronic service of such documents. 
18. Support future releases of the Global Justice XML Data Model (GJXDM) and the National Information Exchange Model (NIEM).
19. Develop and make available explanatory and educational materials about its work and its specifications, for both non-technical and technical audiences, to facilitate adoption of standards and implementation of systems that use the TC’s specifications, ultimately promoting interoperability in electronic court filing through increased use of the TC’s specifications.
Standing Rules
The Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee will follow the operating rules of OASIS and any operating rules adopted by the LegalXML Member Section Steering Committee with the approval of OASIS management and the OASIS Board of Directors. In addition, the Technical Committee will abide by the following practices:

1. All decisions will be made by consensus.

2. All decisions made in face-to-face meetings will be subject to ratification or rejection by the full membership of the Technical Committee on the list serve.

3. All email discussions concerning the technical work of the Technical Committee and its subcommittees will take place on OASIS supported list serves.

4. One member of the Technical Committee and of each subcommittee will serve as ombudsman to monitor the public list for that entity and provide input from the public list to the committee and subcommittee discussions.

5. The Technical Committee will operate under the terms of the OASIS Royalty Free on Limited Terms intellectual property rights policy. 
