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Abstract

Thi s docunent descri bes the conformance cl ause for the SAM
speci fication.

Ref er enced Docunent s

1. http://ww.itl.nist.gov/div897/ctg/confornProject.shtm

2. http://lists.oasis-open.org/archives/conformance/ 200104/ nsg00000. ht m

3. XM. Protocol specification conformance issues
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The key words "MJST", "MJIST NOT", "REQUI RED', "SHALL",

"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED', "MAY", and
docunent are to be interpreted as described in Key Wrds for
RFC s to Indicate Requirement Levels (RFC 2119).

Status of this Docu

Thi s docunent represents work in progress upon which no reliance should

be made.
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1 Confornmance Cl ause

1.1 I ntroduction

The SAM. conformance woul d be expressed by three orthogonal di nensions.

The first dinension is a profile, which is a subset of the overal
specifications that includes all of the functionality necessary to
satisfy the requirenents of a particular conmunity of users. The
profiles for SAML are authentication authority, authorization
authority, attribute authority, session authority, Policy decision
authority and policy enforcenment authority.

The second dinmension is the role of a system - consuner, producer or
producer - consuner.

The third dinension is the binding viz http, xmp, soap, ebXM et al

1.1.1 Conformance Nonencl ature

The nonencl ature for expressi ng SAML conformance woul d be two SAM.
conformance matrices as foll ows:

1. Profile-Role Table :

Profile Consuner Pr oducer Pr oducer/ Consuner
Aut hentication authority y y y
Aut hori zation authority y y y
Attribute authority y y y
Session authority y y y
Policy decision authority y y y
Policy enforcenent authority y y y
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2. Profile-Bindings Table:

Profile http xmp SOAP BEEP

Aut henti cation authority y

Aut hori zation authority

Attribute authority

Pol i cy decision authority

n
y
y
y
y
y
y

< KK K KKK
< [=< |< |=< |<

y
y
Session authority y
y
y

Policy enforcenent authority

. 2 Mandat ory/ Opti ona

Al'l conformances profiles/roles and bindings are mandatory and there are no
optional characteristics. i.e. if a systemdescribes itself as conformng

to a SAML Aut horization authority, producer-consunmer over http and SOAP, it
has to consunme and produce *all* SAM. authentication assertions and be able
to support the http and SOAP bi ndi ngs described in the SAM.L specifications.

.1.3 Extensions :

There are no nechani sns for the extension of SAM features.

.1.4 I nplenentation Defined Features

TBD.

.1.5 Alternate approaches

The different transport nechani sms are covered under the bindings
di mensi on.

.2 Profiles

<Describe the profiles and rel evant use case sections>

.3 Rol es

<Descri be the roles and rel evant use case sections>

. 4 Bi ndi ngs

<Descri be the bindings and rel evant use cases sections>
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2 Things To Do
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