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1 Problem Outline 

The UDDI Version 3 Specification, in Section 5.1.5 Use of listDescription, is somewhat unclear on whether listDescription is an optional feature or not.
The “MAY” in the first sentence could be interpreted that listDescription is optional if the returned list is complete.
The “required” in the last sentence is in contradiction with, for example, Section 5.1.10.3, last paragraph, which states listDescription is an alternative to the "truncated" flag.

2 Solution Outline 

Specify listDescription to be an optional feature that is mutally exclusive to the truncated attribute. 
3 Spec Change Detail

3.1 Section 5.1.5 Use of listDescription
A paragraph should be added before the paragraph that starts with “When a listDescription …” as follows:

“The use of the listDescription element is mutually exclusive to the use of the truncated attribute that simply indicates a truncated result list in the Inquiry APIs.”

Also the last sentence currently states:

“If the result set is 1000 and only 500 items can be returned at once, then a listDescription is required.”

and should be changed to read:

"If the result set is 1000 and only 500 items can be returned at once, then a listDescription is required (if the truncated attribute is not used)."

4 References

4.1 Normative

[RFC2119]
S. Bradner, Key words for use in RFCs to Indicate Requirement Levels, http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2119.txt, IETF RFC 2119, March 1997.
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