November 13, 2003

To all members of the WSS TC
As a result of the recent progress in the TC, and to address any confusion about our intellectual property in general, ContentGuard is making the following IP declaration to the WSS TC.

ContentGuard believes that practicing solely the latest WSS TC Core specification and Token Profile specifications for Username, X.509, Kerberos, SAML, XrML, and XCBF, as of 11/13/03, in and of themselves, does not require a license of the currently issued ContentGuard patents. In addition, practicing solely the latest WSS TC Interop specifications for Interop1, Interop2, SAML, and XrML as of 11/13/03, in and of themselves, does not require a license of the currently issued ContentGuard patents.
ContentGuard is the owner of a broad portfolio of patents that cover inventions around Digital Rights Management systems and applications. There may be systems or applications making use of WSS TC Core, Token Profile, or Interop specifications that do infringe our patents. Any potential infringement is not affected by the use of a particular type of security token.
ContentGuard is committed to the success of this forthcoming standard. In those instances where systems or applications do infringe our issued patents and those systems or applications comply with WSS TC specifications, as standardized by OASIS, ContentGuard will negotiate licenses covering such systems or applications on reasonable and non-discriminatory terms and conditions. 
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