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Migration Policy Proposals: 
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Impact of Migration on Users Organisations:
Save As versioning
Backward Compatibility:
User Migration Assistance
Marketing, Public Relations and Education:
Support for Existing Users:

· Deprecated support for changed elements, values or attribute names, at least until next full version number revision.

· Enumerated lists are a potential issue if they are closed.   Therefore, no 1.1 lists will be closed if they existed as open lists in 1.0.

Rules for Dot release vs. Full Version release:

· A dot release will have stronger rules on changes than a full number release.   Dot releases usually indicate small changes and bug fixes to an existing specification rather than deep architectural changes, which are typically implemented only for full version releases.

· Should they have separate migration strategies?

· What are the attributes of large and small changes?

Rules for Name Changes:

· Name changes to required elements and attributes will be considered only if semantics change.

Impact of Migration on Users Organisations:

· We will take into account food-chain migration and compliance issues when deciding on architectural changes to 1.0.   The “food chain” describes the dependencies within related organization. For instance translators for a localisation vendor company, localisation engineers for the publishing company and software developers are all different point on the food chain, and may be affected differently by different types of changes.

Save As versioning

· This is a Compliance issue:  XLIFF 1.1 certified tools will be able to File… Save As an earlier version. 

· Is this a guideline or a rule?  This probably belongs in a separate compliance discussion.
Backward Compatibility: 

· This is a Compliance issue:  XLIFF 1.1 certified tools should provide backward compatibility.  Version 1.1 tools should be able to cope with 1.0 

· Should we consider Forward compatibility??? 

· Is this a guideline or a rule?  This probably belongs in a separate compliance discussion.
User Migration Assistance

· A Migration Policy Statement will be published as section of the 1.1 spec.

· 1.0 to 1.1 Migration guidelines white paper will be authored and XSLT files will be developed for download as appropriate.

· A  “Migration Support Kit” – containing Whitepaper, Sample Files,  and XSLT’s  - will be posted for download at the XLIFF website.

Marketing, Public Relations and Education: 

· Formal Marketing, Public Relations, and Education strategies and plans shall be devised as part of the rollout of new releases.

· This bears only a mention here, and is really best discussed within its own discussion forum.
