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1. The purpose of the Emergency Data Exchange Language (EDXL) is to provide a common vocabulary, syntax and process for the sharing of data related to all phases of disaster management and emergency response among diverse information systems, disciplines and communities of practice.

2. The purpose of this document is to provide a set of overall functional requirements required to achieve consistency among the components of EDXL.  These requirements will serve as a baseline and reference for the development of requirements for specific EDXL components, and as a set of constraints for the technical design of such components within a consistent EDXL framework.

3. Additional functional or technical requirements may be applied to the design of particular EDXL components, provided they do not conflict with the general requirements set forth in this document.

4. EDXL specifications will:

4.1. Define a modular vocabulary of individual and compound data elements that can be applied in a variety of message formats and transactions, including values and their definitions for enumerated elements (i.e., elements for which the allowable values are constrained to a finite list).

4.2. Define specific message (document) formats and message exchange patterns for common data-sharing transactions.

4.3. Identify other supporting standards as may have to be implemented to achieve desired security, reliability or other qualities of service.

4.4. Be independent of any particular data communication technology, product or process, except in the case of specific “profile” recommendations for how a particular technology or process can best be utilized in support of EDXL.

4.5. Be guided by a stakeholder input and review process that is open, representative, transparent and documented.

4.6. Be formalized through an established and recognized standards organization.

4.7. Utilize existing data elements and definitions where practical, especially those developed in relevant subject-matter areas.

5. EDXL specifications should not:

5.1. Incorporate or require the use of any patented or otherwise proprietary process, format, standard or content that has not been made freely available in perpetuity for public use.

