
XLIFFXLIFF
• XLIFF (XML Localization Interchange File 

Format) is an XML-based standard
• An open standard for translation
• Developed by representatives of all 

aspects of the translation industry
• It is easy for LSPs to process
• Has standardized methods for automating 

workflow, translation word counts, 
translation memory and segmentation



XLIFF translation modelXLIFF translation model

XLIFF supports the extract & merge XLIFF supports the extract & merge 
paradigm, an established model for paradigm, an established model for 
efficient translationefficient translation
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XLIFF translation modelXLIFF translation model
•• Isolate the translatable text in translation Isolate the translatable text in translation 

unitsunits
<trans<trans--unit>unit>
<source>Hello</source><source>Hello</source>
<target>Hello</target><target>Hello</target>

<trans<trans--unit>unit>

•• Retain the source documentRetain the source document’’s structures structure
–– External to the XLIFF file, via a skeleton fileExternal to the XLIFF file, via a skeleton file

-- or or --
–– Internally with <group> elementsInternally with <group> elements
–– Current work in the TC to enable more straightCurrent work in the TC to enable more straight--forward forward 

embedded skeleton files in XLIFFembedded skeleton files in XLIFF



TMXTMX

• TMX (Translation Memory eXchange) is 
an XML open standard for the exchange of 
Translation Memory (TM)

• Translation Memory leverages previous 
translation





How DITA, SVG and XLIFF Solve How DITA, SVG and XLIFF Solve 
the Problemthe Problem

• Since DITA and SVG files are XML, the 
strings that need to be translated are 
accessible via XSLT (eXtensible 
Stylesheet Language Transformation).

• It is easy to automate the tranformation 
from SVG and DITA to XLIFF

• Since XLIFF files are XML, the strings can 
be easily assembled into translated SVG 
and DITA, via XSLT



Basic SVG/XLIFF/SVG ProcessBasic SVG/XLIFF/SVG Process



As part of documentation processAs part of documentation process



Advantages of DITA/SVG/XLIFF Advantages of DITA/SVG/XLIFF 
methodmethod

• Open standards vs. proprietary solution
• Automated
• Many topics and graphics can be 

managed in a single XLIFF file
• LSPs know XLIFF and are proficient
• Translation tools process XLIFF and 

TMX
• Translation Memory is easily leveraged


