
Approved Meeting Notes from the EMA-TC Teleconference
Date: Feb. 05, 2010 
Next Meeting: Feb. 19, 2010

1. Attendance

Agha Ahmed (AA) Alessandro Triglia (AT) Aviv Siegel (AS) Bill Tabor (BT)

Buddy Ackerman (BA) Camille Osterloh (CO) Claire Carpenter (CC) Daniel Ryan (DR)

Dara Ung (DaU) David Box (DB) Dee Schur (DS) Denis Gusty (DG)

Don Beattie (DoB) Donald McGarry* (DMG) Don Uyl (DoU) Doug Allport* (DA)

Elysa Jones* (EJ) Gary Timm* (GT) Hans Jespersen (HJ) Jacob Westfall (JWe)

Jane Harnad (JH) Jeff Waters (JWa) Mark Titus (MT) Mary McRae (MMR)

Melanie Chipman (MCh) Norm Paulsen (NP) Patrick Gannon* (PG) Paul Denning (PD)

Rex Brooks* (RB) Rian Chipman  (RCh) Rob Torchon* (RT) Robin Cover (RC)

Shayne Barr (SB) Sukumar Dwarkanath (SD) Thomas Ferrentino* (TF) Thomas Merkle (TM)

Tim Grapes (TG) William Flannigan Jr. (WF) Werner Joerg* (WJ) William Kalin (WK)

• indicates voting member

Quorum – achieved

2. Review of Agenda: RB adds New Business – NCOIC Conference

3. Review of Jan. 22, 2010 Minutes – 3 corrections: i) p. 3 (TF) “interoperability with ...”: replace 
HAVE with HazCollect; ii) p. 3 (PG) “EAS Summit...”: replace NEB with NAB; iii) p. 4 last 
line “RB moves to adjourn ...”: remove () from RT().
GT moves to approve minutes as amended,  RB seconds – approved.

4. Current Business
• FEMA: CAP EAS Implementation Guide – at TCIP Expo TF and WJ talked with FEMA 

folks Dean Rychlik – nothing new; and Mark Lucero – it's  off the table. RB: would be 
interesting to know why it is off the table – lack of funds, insufficient man power? EJ: ECIG 
is doing that work – WSI is part of the ECIG and there is a subcommittee under way now to 
take that on and move it forward.

• Recordings from InterOp Demos at 2009 NIEM Training Event – WJ: in a conversation 
with JH it was confirmed that OASIS does have the recordings, which were posted on the 
OASIS site for a while, but were removed due to their size. She will burn the files onto 
DVD and send them to me. I propose that we form an informal group to look at this material 
and determine what can be used in what way, and how to host and publicize it. EJ has been 
informed that the video is “quite jumpy” and the audio is not well synchronized. HJ: there 
were 2 sets – hi def (very large files) and normal def.
TF, HJ, PG and WJ volunteer to help in this process. HJ observes that he is co-located with 
his marketing and expects to get good feedback from them.

• OASIS Webinars: JH could not join us in the past as she was working part time for OASIS, 
and Friday was her day off. This has changed: she is now a full time employee and we may 
call  on her for EMA-TC telecons. JH will  be following the development of the OASIS 



Webinar idea and will join us in an upcoming TC call to explain the plans.
• Wiki: not much activity yet.  TF: putting up summaries of SC activities could provide a 

good start. RB has done that already last time. WJ may alter the page structure to create a 
space  specifically  for  such  entries,  to  separate  them  from  on  going  topics.  Overall 
assessment: it is not that difficult to add info to the Wiki – RB: the real difficulty is to decide 
what highlights to present how. WJ: regarding Wiki usage, for now we should adhere to the 
phase 1 concept of an encyclopedia; at a later stage we'll invite MMR to inform us about 
OASIS technology plans and explore further, possibly more interactive uses of the Wiki.
We have added to the Wiki an events page with a list of approved events and a space where 
visitors may add their own suggestions for other events we might consider. For clarification: 
the O&E SC and the E&D SC look in much more detail at a broader range of events; the 
events page will only show events that have been approved.

5. Subgroup reports
• Collateral  & Documents   – RB: the SC had 2 meetings, one special  meeting with Carol 

Geyer to discuss the list of criteria by which to sort the vendor product directory. She will 
take them to the OASIS IT group to determine a suitable technology for implementation. At 
present it seems that a search engine might be more than we need. To be continued.
The other meeting has focused on DA's sample ppt document, with the intent to build on it 
and create a generic set of slides.

• Events & Demos   – TF: main focus on preparations for TCIP Expo. Reviewed also future 
events – WCDM with a possible demo using the Canadian CAP Profile with a Canadian 
aggregator  and  DM  Open.  DA is  aware  of  a  couple  of   initiatives  for  cross-border 
interoperability near term – should know more in a few weeks. If that's the case then there 
will be some engineering efforts to build an interface between DM Open and this multi-
agency awareness  system we have  in  place.  GT: any update  regarding a  NAB/NASBA 
demo? PG: talked with a couple of people; looks like the timing makes it very difficult to 
put a demo together. NASBA Conference in September may be a better option. Also: NAB 
in Las Vegas is too big and has a different focus, so our message would get lost. DMG had 
submitted a paper to ISCRAM (May 1-5) – no feedback yet.

• Outreach & Education   – PG: following up on contacts (provided by Don Ponikvar) with the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police through their Law Enforcement Information 
Management  Group.  Also:  the  Weather  Office  in  Philadelphia  was  informed  about  our 
presence at TCIP – EJ: 1 or 2 representatives identified themselves when visiting the Interop 
Demo area.
TF received an e-mail 2 weeks ago that proves that as a result of the demo at the IAEM 
Conference, at least 15 counties are very interested in moving to HazCollect and use CAP – 
they have requested a meeting with TF.

6. New Business
• RB: intends  to  attend  NCOIC Conference  (March  1-5)  –  there  are  several  meetings  of 

various  groups  at  which  he  would  present  the  efforts  of  the  EM/EMA-TC  and  the 
emergency services that are being promoted at our interop demos. Part of the reason is that 
NCOIC is supposedly in the process of joining OASIS. NCOIC is well represented in the 
aviation  and  the  defense  industries  through  its  individual  members  who  may  become 
interested in joining themselves. RB will present the advantages of joining. On the technical 
side there are areas of interest that are critical in our future: Cloud computing - especially 



relevant for large scale emergencies where communication could be greatly improved if we 
were able to get NASA to bring their satellite technology to bear on it. The CIO of NASA 
Ames' Nebula Cloud Computing project will be presenting at the NCOIC Plenary and it is 
important for us to follow up on it. The issue now is to get funding for RB's trip.
RB puts Motion to have EMA-TC request funding from the Member Section (MS) to cover 
the hotel part of his NCOIC trip; PG seconds. Discussion – 3 nights, approx. $500. The MS 
has a budget line item for travel but it still needs to approve individual requests. So the 
motion would ask the MS Steering Cte liaison (PG) to request that particular expenditure on 
behalf of the TC. Motion approved.

• TCIP Evaluation – TF: was not that busy at the demo booth, but there was a lot of good 
networking going on. EJ: was the best TCIP attended since 2005 – new Expo format and 
broader outreach worked very well, and layout of OASIS booth provided fair amount of 
traffic. RB: from the face-to-face meetings leading up to the TCIP, the EM/EMA-TC should 
take note that it is clear now that the NIMStep program is going to be engaged earlier on in 
the process and help us with setting up the specifications so that they can be easily tested. 
That will make our job in the EMA-TC easier if we can say that there is a certification 
service ready to go.
CO: In the future NIMStep would like to get their engineers more involved in the interop 
demos – we have a test tool that we have developed and that we could tied into the demos. 
When, depends on budget approval – if not this year yet, then next.
RB: that is also a really big element in the AllHazards Alert and Warning pattern. NIMS is 
US centric, but I'll suggest to NCOIC that we have this service here, provided the NIMS 
programm would be allowed to handle international vendors that want to make sure they 
follow international standards. CO: our current criteria for international vendors is that they 
have to have at least one deployment within the US.
TF: does the NIMStep test tool support the IPAWS profile? CO: not at this time. It is CAP 
1.1. We're looking into upgrading to 1.2., HAVE, RM and DE.
PG: isn't there a separate IPAWS testing going on? CO: yes, it's a separate tool at the test 
and evaluation laboratory.
DA: the challenge in CDN w.r.t. Demos is that value in promoting CAP IPAWS products is 
questionable since they may not fully work with CAP-CP.
WJ: I invite all members who have participated in or visited the TCIP Expo to record their 
ideas, suggestions, experiences in the Wiki. The entries will be evaluated in a subsequent 
TC session. PG: good idea, and send an e-mail to all the participating organizations, with a 
link to the corresponding Wiki page.

PG moves to adjourn, RB seconds - Adjourned 13:05 EST

Redacted and submitted by

Werner Joerg, co-Chair
OASIS EMA-TC
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