
Approved Meeting Notes from the EMA-TC Teleconference
Date: Mar. 05, 2010 
Next Meeting: Mar. 19, 2010

1. Attendance

Agha Ahmed (AA) Alessandro Triglia (AT) Aviv Siegel (AS) Bill Tabor (BT)

Buddy Ackerman (BA) Camille Osterloh (CO) Claire Carpenter (CC) Daniel Ryan (DR)

Dara Ung (DaU) David Box (DB) Dee Schur (DS) Denis Gusty (DG)

Don Beattie (DoB) Donald McGarry* (DMG) Don Uyl (DoU) Doug Allport* (DA)

Elysa Jones* (EJ) Gary Timm* (GT) Hans Jespersen (HJ) Jacob Westfall (JWe)

Jane Harnad (JH) Jeff Waters (JWa) Mark Titus (MT) Mary McRae (MMR)

Melanie Chipman (MCh) Norm Paulsen (NP) Patrick Gannon* (PG) Paul Denning (PD)

Rex Brooks* (RB) Rian Chipman  (RCh) Rob Torchon* (RT) Robin Cover (RC)

Shayne Barr (SB) Sukumar Dwarkanath (SD) Thomas Ferrentino* (TF) Thomas Merkle (TM)

Tim Grapes (TG) William Flannigan Jr. (WF) Werner Joerg* (WJ) William Kalin (WK)

• indicates voting member

Quorum – achieved

2. Review of Agenda: approved.

3. Review of Feb. 19, 2010 Minutes – There is some confusion in the last paragraph under Current 
Business as heading and content do not match. WJ to clarify with TF.
GT moves to approve minutes with forthcoming clarification,  RT seconds – approved.

4. Current Business
• NCOIC outreach – no one has yet heard from RB's experience at the NCOIC Plenary.
• TCIP data collection – is still open. We want your input!

CO wishes more detail about the kind of info we are looking for – the main page of the Wiki 
lists  a  “Mining  Interoperability  Demos”  page  followed  by  a  “Collecting  Visitor  and 
Participant Experiences” page <http://wiki.oasis-open.org/emergency-adopt/Visitor%20and
%20Participant%20Experiences>. The former lists the areas and topics of interest; the latter 
describes the purpose of the data collection and provides space for input from the events of 
interest.

• Product database – Carol Geyer attended the Feb. 23  EMA C&D SC teleconference. She 
summarized the input as forwarded to the OASIS IT Staff and reported that they would 
complete the task by the end of March. The SC suggested that a representative from the IT 
Staff join an upcoming C&D teleconference for more detailed technical discussions. In the 
meantime the SC should clarify the requirements in written form.

• “EAS Summit” - this item awaits further clarification by the TC chairs → see below under 
Outreach & Education report “NASBA EAS Summit”.

5. Subgroup reports

http://wiki.oasis-open.org/emergency-adopt/Visitor%20and%20Participant%20Experiences
http://wiki.oasis-open.org/emergency-adopt/Visitor%20and%20Participant%20Experiences


• Collateral & Documents   – work on Powerpoint template to summarize purpose, benefits 
and  status  of  the  various  standards  is  on-going  –  consistent  sustained  participation  is 
lacking. This work has been briefly set aside for the benefit of the CMU (NASA Ames) / 
Silicon Valley Disaster Management Initiative (main involvement by RB, DMG and JWa). 

• Events & Demos   – WCDM: DA and NP expressed their concern that the CDN market may 
not yet be ready and there may not be sufficient opportunities for vendors to justify the cost 
of participation. Regarding the Interop Demo, Canada will not have a national aggregator 
for  public  alert  till  January,  but  there  will  be  interop  capabilities  through  a  “sandbox” 
aggregation system – Solace has offered aggregation and message translation services. PG 
recognizes the caveats expressed by the Canadian members, but sees early participation as 
part of the necessary education in a new market. Work for scenario suggestions has started 
(TF) and OASIS (DS) is actively recruiting WCDM participants. 

• Outreach & Education   – the good news about adoption of EDXL-HAVE in Haiti have been 
overshadowed  by  some  vendors  having  used  early  versions  of  the  schema.  As  a 
consequence  OASIS,  EM-TC and  EMA-TC  will  have  to  ensure  that  implementors  are 
always guided to the most current versions and be made aware that other, incomplete or 
inconsistent examples may be found through many different channels.
Other outreach activity:  NASBA1 2010 EAS Summit (http://www.nasbaonline.net/eas.php) 
Feb. 28 - Mar. 1 attended by WSI and various ECIG2 vendors, demonstrating EAS products 
that can receive CAP messages. PG: from presentations at the summit it appears that the 
formal adoption of the CAP-IPAWS Profile is pending, subject among other, to the approval 
of CAP 1.2 as an OASIS Standard.
A pilot for a CAP compliance testing program is to be setup at EKU3 this summer, with 
target for formal testing to begin in Aug./Sept. This puts the time frame for adoption into 
Q4. Another item of interest: comments about the CAP compliance work at EKU stress that 
CAP and IPAWS compliance are slightly different in that required elements in IPAWS may 
be optional in CAP.  This reflects in distinct programs (DA): SAIC has a lead in CAP and 
EDXL, and EKU has two different programs, one for CAP and EDXL and one for IPAWS.
PG  reports  from  a  contact  at  the  National  Center  for  Missing  &  Exploited  Children 
(www.missingkids.com) that they are interested in using CAP for AMBER alerts -  CAP 
digital  messages  delivered  directly  to  stations  provide  clear  audio  for  their  automatic 
broadcasting. PG volunteers to collect corresponding documentation for discussion and possibly 
sending out.
PG submitted an article summarizing the past 3 Interop Demos to the Emergency Management 
magazine, for a possible publication in the April edition.
Other  outreach  activity:  PG and  WK are  attending  the  National  Severe  Weather  Workshop 
(www.norman.noaa.gov/nsww/) - WK speaking on facilitating emergency response using EDXL 
Standards.

6. New Business
• EDXL 101   -  CO: the NIMS Support Center works with a lot of vendors who have not yet 

implemented any standards and would like to refer them to a place that explains the benefits of 
standards. The EMA-TC should set up a webinar “EDXL 101” on a regular basis, say twice a 
year (earliest possible this year: May, and a few weeks before IAEM Conference: Oct.).

1 NASBA = National Alliance of State Broadcasters Associations
2 ECIG = EAS-CAP Industry Group
3 EKU = Eastern Kentucky University

http://www.norman.noaa.gov/nsww/
http://www.missingkids.com/
http://www.nasbaonline.net/eas.php


Issues raised in the ensuing discussion: 
• Content: overview of the EDXL Suite from OASIS perspective (e.g. EJ's Presentation at the 

EM Forum) and value of standards put into some context.
• Audience: primarily vendors and developers, but also end users and special interest groups.
• Documentation: a lot of it may already be out there, just needs to be gathered, vetted, may 

be adapted and recorded. 
• In particular the ppt template that is being refined by C&D could be used to tie it all 

together: it is intended to build a 101 introduction to all the standards in the EM-TC 
with  a  one  page  summary  (status,  purpose,  intended  beneficiaries,  versions,  ...) 
complemented with a deck of up to 10 slides for each of the various products. This 
standard set of  slides will be available to any member at any time, and will be updated 
twice a year – current status: CAP draft  is under development, as a test  run for the 
template. Once that is satisfactory, the template would be sent out to the various SCs to 
populate.  How much time will  be required to  complete the whole set? When is  the 
template going to be ready? 

• Time frame is still flexible and mainly subject to completion of the slide decks.
• Presentation tool: use the OASIS Webinar capabilities – what are they? Let's invite JH to 

one of our next TC teleconferences for an update. Duration: ½ – 1 h, mainly guiding through 
/ to the available material.

• Presentation structure: start off with an intro based on EJ's material and then use the C&D 
standard slide deck as a frame for the presentation.

• Presenters?

RT  moves a procedural motion that C&D complete the template; submit to the EMA-TC for 
approval; upon approval the TC distributes it to the SC chairs; the SC chairs are responsible for 
completion  of  the  template  by  a  date  determined  by  the  TC.  DA  seconds.  Approved 
unanimously.
• Next steps:

• Put the process up on the Wiki for public comment
• Get more info about OASIS webinar (WJ to invite JH to next TC meeting)
• Designate a person responsible for assembling the webinar (intro and slides)
• Identify speaker(s) – one member from each affected SC?

• Resource Information Database   - should this be seen as a broader initiative that encompasses 
EDXL 101? We are looking forward to a discussion with its proponents RB and RT.

Out of time.
Adjourned 13:05 EST

Redacted and submitted by

Werner Joerg, co-Chair
OASIS EMA-TC 100318/wbj

amended and approved 100319/wbj


