
Draft Charter for the 
OASIS Biometric Web Services (BWS) TC 
Updated 27 September 2010  

Name 

The official name of the committee shall be the “OASIS Biometric Web Services (BWS) Technical 
Committee.” The acronym “BWS” may be used to unofficially refer to the TC. 

Statement of Purpose 

Despite existing efforts, there remain opportunities for improving the state-of-the-art in interoperability 
among biometric-related systems or system components. The purpose of this TC is to define, enhance, 
and maintain open standards that facilitate the use of biometrics and biometric operations over a services 
oriented architecture, such as web services.  

Scope of Work 

The purpose of the TC is to provide a general, yet targeted forum for developing a suite of open 
specifications that will foster and accelerate the use of web services within the biometrics community.  

The scope of work performed by the TC shall be governed by the following principles: 

1. The TC shall develop standards that will support interoperability with other standards and 
emerging technologies. The TC should not limit the scope of work items to any particular use 
case, but actively avoid design decisions that would make the specification incompatible with 
other technologies. The TC shall maintain an end goal of support and interoperability within 
multifactor authentication and mobile identification applications. 

a. Multifactor authentication. Improving interoperability is a key enabler for making 
biometrics more viable within multifactor authentication. The TC will help bring parity 
to biometrics as compared to other technologies, such as cryptographic certificate 
use and management, where web service standards are markedly more mature.  

b. Mobile identification. Mobile identification often requires tight integration among the 
components that comprise a solution. This high degree of integration is often in 
conflict with a system owner’s ability to change system components to respond 
market improvements and evolving requirements. The TC will help accelerate the 
adoption of interoperable mobile biometric technologies by developing well-defined 
interoperability points. 

2. Conformance & Interoperability. Conformance to a BWS specification shall imply an a 
priori known, well-documented, level of interoperability. Additionally, standards developed in 
the TC should both minimize and segregate components where requiring unique knowledge 
might hinder interoperability. 

3. Developer Usability. BWS specifications shall be written so that they support a wide variety 
of computer aided software engineering (CASE) tools. As a general rule, specifications and 
machine-readable artifacts shall be written for maximizing compatibility with popular CASE 
tools, rather than strict adherence to a particular set of standardization guidelines. 



The TC shall use these guiding principles to help set strategic direction and resolve disputes. However, is 
expected that the TC may depart from these guiding principles as necessary. 

List of Deliverables 

The defined scope of the TC is designed to encourage the development of specifications that will further 
contribute to the use of web services between and within biometric systems or system components. At its 
inception, the TC will specifically target web services for biometric devices—a specification describing a 
suite of sensor- and modality-agnostic ‘low-level’ acquisition operations (e.g., sensor initialization, sensor 
configuration, data capture, data transfer.) 

IPR Mode 

This TC will operate under the “RF on Limited Terms” mode. 

Anticipated Audience 

The primary audience for the specifications developed in this TC is anyone involved with producing or 
consuming biometrics-related operations over web services. This includes, but is not necessarily limited 
to, developers, integrators, and owners of systems that incorporate biometrics.  

Language 

All business of the technical committee shall be conducted in English. However, the TC may elect to form 
subcommittees that produce localized documentation of the TC’s work in additional languages. 

Projected Schedule 

TC business shall be performed via a monthly teleconference. 

Contributors of Existing Technical Work 

It is planned that NIST will provide an initial working draft and implementation of WS-Biometric Devices, 
a REST-based specification for controlling biometric acquisition operations. 

Proposed Working Title(s) 

In the spirit of similar standards, the name “WS-Biometric Devices” is proposed for the biometric device 
control specification. 

 


