
Approved Meeting Notes from the EMA-TC Teleconference
Date: Oct. 01, 2010

12:00-13:00 EDT
Next Meeting: Oct. 15, 2010

1. Attendance

Andrew Lewis (AL) Art Botterell (AB) Aviv Siegel (AS) Bill Tabor (BT)

Bryan Kaplan (BK) Buddy Ackerman (BA) Camille Osterloh* (CO) Claire Carpenter (CC)

Daniel Ryan (DR) Dara Ung (DaU) David Box (DB) Dee Schur (DS)

Denis Gusty (DG) Don Beattie (DoB) Don Uyl (DoU) Donald McGarry (DMG)

Doug Allport (DA) Elysa Jones (EJ) Gary Timm* (GT) Gavin Treadgold (GTr)

Hans Jespersen (HJ) Herbert White* (HW) Jacob Westfall (JWe) Jane Harnad (JH)

Jeff Waters (JWa) Maria Emerson (ME} Mark Lucero (ML) Mark Titus (MT)

Mary McRae (MMR) Norm Paulsen (NP) Patrick Gannon* (PG) Paul Denning (PD)

Paul Lambert (PL) Rex Brooks* (RB) Rob Torchon (RT) Robin Cover (RC)

Shayne Barr (SB) Sukumar Dwarkanath (SD) Thomas Ferrentino* (TF) Thomas Merkle (TM)

Tim Grapes (TG) Werner Joerg* (WJ) William Cox (WCx) William Flannigan Jr. (WF)

William Kalin (WK)

* indicates voting member

Guests: Charles McCobb (CMC), Gary Ham (GH), Mike Gerber (MG)

Quorum – achieved

2. Review of Agenda: no changes requested.

3. Review of meeting notes – 20100917_Draft_EMA-TC_Minutes: GT moves to accept notes as 
written; CO seconds. Approved.

4. Special Feature: IPAWS-OPEN Q&A w/ Mark Lucero and Gary Ham.
Mark (ML) is the Engineering Branch Chief for the Integrated Public Alert and Warning System 
(IPAWS) that is being developed by FEMA. Gary (GH) is System Architect (CTR) – IPAWS-
OPEN.
ML provides a brief summary of IPAWS, emphasizing that “Integrated” refers to integrating 
systems for mass alerts to reach the public over multiple communication pathways, and creating 
an opportunity for emergency managers to exchange messages with one another to provide 
situational awareness.
A transcript of the session is under review and will be posted separately once approved.
A heads up: as a follow up, ML will setup a FAQ at FEMA.gov/emergency/IPAWS.

5. Current Business:
• IAEM updates:

• TF: Interop demo on track.  Will  incorporate  CAP, IPAWS, HazCollect  and possibly 

http://www.oasis-open.org/apps/org/workgroup/emergency-adopt/download.php/38767/20100723_EMA-TC_Agenda_rev1.doc


CAP-CP1. Most messages will originate from the OASIS booth and some will show in 
the IPAWS booth. MG notes that the NOAA group has not received correspondence 
from  the  Interop  list  –  TF  to  look  into  this.  CMC  and  TF  will  also  look  into 
incorporating gTags.

• Workshop replacement – PG: JH has secured 2 * 20 min. slots; still working on getting 
them back to back.

• Scenario Task Force – TF/PG: input fed to scenario development (EAS announcements 
regarding lane closure, DeskTop Alert to include TX National Guard to send messages 
back and forth through IPAWS.)

• EDXL 101 – CO: rehearsal scheduled for Oct 7; slides are being developed. SD has reached 
out to Solomon Freeman and got him engaged in the HAVE discussion setup. CO and DS 
are working on the official announcement for the webinar of Oct. 21. RB has been looking 
for sample implementations of RM – still working on it, and CO will follow up with more 
contacts (DisasterLand, etc..).  TF's contact with the Monmouth group clarified that they 
have a CC rig that assists in training exercises for civilian/military interoperability using 
IPAWS-OPEN and CAP – nothing directly with RM.

• Social Networking Group – TF: group activity slowed down for IAEM tasks, but aware of 
urgency for action. An EDXL group has been setup on LinkedIn group – to join, contact TF. 
MG has collected info about EM related facebook pages and groups and offers to share with 
the SNG – to be discussed at next SNG meeting. RB reports about the new trend of “crowd 
sourcing” that is entering the EM arena by providing info from the public, i.e. non-official 
sources. Two groups of interest: SwiftRiver2 (part of the UCSD effort) and Truci (Indiana 
University) who tap into social networks for emergency information.
PG: is this a new SC? WJ: at this point this is a temporary ad hoc group, with the purpose of 
coming up with recommendations on how to handle social networking groups, what role the 
EMA-TC should play, for discussion within the TC for further action.
EJ notes  that  within the  OASIS process  there is  no working group term and that  such 
discussions should be held at the TC level, open to all members, till the TC decides to form 
a separate SC which can then hold its separate meetings. WJ: at this point we are not in a 
position to decide whether we want to set up a separate SC and the intent is to have a group 
of dedicated people discuss the matter and come back to the TC with a recommendation. EJ: 
this should be ok as long as we keep it open for discussion on the TC list.

• NCOIC Patterns ad hoc group – WJ: still working on a possible meeting time.

6. Subgroup Reports:
• Collateral & Documents   – RB: still not enough participation to have regular meetings. It's 

not the work that is lacking. And the products are being used – e.g. RB distributed the 
Datasheet at NCOIC Plenary and raised interest in them joining the Member Section. We 
need people to help out create more such products.

• Events & Demos   – TF: see above under IAEM updates.
• Outreach and Education   – PG: items covered in above discussions.

1 CAP-CP messages are created by MASAS, sent to Solace for conversion and forwarded to IPAWS, and vice versa
2 Quoting from swift.ushahidi.com: “SwiftRiver is a free and open source platform that helps people make sense of a lot 

of information in a short amount of time. The SwiftRiver platform was born out of the need to understand and act upon a 
wave of massive amounts of crisis data that tends to overwhelm in the first 24 hours of a disaster.”



7. New Business:
• F2F at IAEM Conference: WJ sent out poll – no negative responses, but only very few 

replies. So: not conclusive for now; would like more feedback about who is attending and 
whether such an event should be held. Main purpose of the meeting would be: consolidating 
the TC's planning activities.

• CAP feeds – PG: had received an inquiry from a company that was looking for CAP feeds. 
Two suggestions arose: have a searchable directory, modeled after the product directory, or 
develop a “cookbook” about how to get started developping CAP feeds. Research into the 
matter shows that Incident.com already has a CAP feeds list. AB confirms that such a list is 
being  maintained,  but  only sporadically,  as  more  feeds  are  brought  to  their  attention  – 
informational only,  not intended to be the basis of a service.  WJ: the idea was brought 
forward that OASIS might provide such a service, but I doubt we have adequate resources 
for such an effort.
RB: this is an opportunity for some of our vendors to develop a service that will grow into a  
service  oriented  architecture  by  default  –  we  already have  one,  it's  just  not  very  well 
populated and very well organized. With the CAP, IPAWS, EAS system coming on-line, this 
is becoming a possible service area that can be built into a business model. Eventually we'll 
need registries similar to the product directory, but for services. As an example: the service 
pattern of patterns is going forward at NCOIC. It is a pattern of services that will include 
CAP feeds, logistic service for RM, HAVE, and TEP. RB is looking for members to help 
writing this pattern. About where this writing should happen: PG suggests C&D, as it may 
bring some more participation in that SC. We agree to keep the item on the agenda.

GT moves to adjourn, RB seconds.

Session adjourned 13:08.

Redacted and submitted by

Werner Joerg, co-Chair
OASIS EMA-TC 101015/wbj

Approved 101112/wbj


