
Draft Meeting Notes from the EMA-TC Teleconference
Date: Feb. 18, 2011

12:00-13:00 EDT
Next Meeting: Mar. 04, 2011

1. Attendance

Andrew Louis (AL) Aviv Siegel (AS) Bill Tabor (BT) Bryan Kaplan (BK)

Buddy Ackerman (BA) Camille Osterloh (CO) Claire Carpenter (CC) Daniel Ryan (DR)

Dara Ung (DaU) David Box (DB) Dee Schur (DS) Denis Gusty (DG)

Don Beattie (DoB) Don Uyl (DoU) Donald McGarry (DMG) Doug Allport (DA)

Elysa Jones* (EJ) Gary Timm* (GT) Gavin Treadgold (GTr) Greg Parsons (GP)

Hans Jespersen (HJ) Herbert White* (HW) Jacob Westfall (JWe) Jane Harnad (JH)

Jeff Waters (JWa) Maria Emerson (ME} Mark Lucero (ML) Mark Titus (MT)

Norm Paulsen (NP) Patrick Gannon (PG) Paul Denning (PD) Rex Brooks* (RB)

Rob Torchon (RT) Robin Cover (RC) Shayne Barr (SB) Sukumar Dwarkanath (SD)

Thomas Ferrentino* (TF) Thomas Merkle (TM) Tim Grapes (TG) Werner Joerg* (WJ)

William Cox (WCx) William Flannigan Jr. (WF) William Kalin (WK)

* indicates voting member

Quorum – achieved

2. Review of Agenda: no changes requested.

3. Review of meeting notes of 20110121_Draft_EMA-TC_Minutes: 1 proper name was corrected. 
GT moves to accept as amended; EJ seconds. Approved.

4. Notes from the chairs:
• Events 2011: based on a commitment from the Jan. 21 TC call, we need to make a decision 

by the end of this month about events that we want to pursue this year. One issue – CITIG 
vs.  IAEM – is  resolved since DA has  determined that  CITIG is  not  appropriate  for  an 
interop demo and hence the feared scheduling proximity does no longer exist. This leaves 
IAEM (Nov. 12-17, Las Vegas) fully open.
In lieu of CITIG, DA suggests the Canadian Risk Hazards Network (CRHNet) Conference 
(late  Oct.,  Ottawa,  CAN):  they  are  “very  interested  in  MASAS-IPAWS  interop,  IMS 
systems using CAP (and soon EDXL), and especially the broadcast intrusive equipment. [..] 
US Embassy is here [in Ottawa] and interested in supporting an interop.” The TC expresses 
interest in pursuing – it tasks JH to work with DA on this and report back to the TC.
TF informs the TC that the technical side of DM OPEN 2.0 is ready to work with DA, just 
waiting to get clearance from FEMA security to use it in cross border operation.

• About  submissions  for  NIEM  Training  Event  (Aug.  23-25,  Philadelphia):  several  TC 
members  met  in  a  conference  call  with  DG and  Scott  Shoup in  an  effort  to  submit  a 
coherent set of proposals for an EM Domain Track (coordination: Cori Sweeney). Some TC 
members  have  committed  to  contribute  to  this  effort  with  topics  such  as  1)  Data 
Interoperability panel (based on last years workshop proposal by PG): WJ & TF, 2) NIEM 



and cross-border interoperability: EJ & DA, 3) NIEM Code list: GH, 4) NIEM EM Domain: 
DG,  5) Intro to EDXL Standards: EJ, 6) Interop Demo: TF. 
About the interop demo: we have been informed that it is not likely that we will be able to 
setup a configuration similar to the one in Baltimore 2 years ago (i.e. one large room hosting 
all participating vendors). GT - the options are: in the Foyer, at a reception, or do it in a  
session as part of the EM track. TF confirms that the latter approach had been successfully 
tried at a TCIP conference, starting with a panel where each participant introduces their 
technology and then have a few targeted demonstrations at the end. Such sessions could be 
repeated multiple times.

• Is emphasis on EDXL-DE at NIEM Conference suitable? GT: the NIEM EM domain brain 
trust is working on getting DE accepted as a carrier within NIEM, similar to UCore. So the 
DE could carry an IEPD in NIEM, like other carriers. Framing presentations around EDXL 
in general, without particular emphasis on the DE seems the way to go.

• Pattern ad hoc group has met once so far to get an overview of the NCOIC AHAW pattern. 
The  group  plans  to  meet  again  to  determine  how  to  proceed  –  goal  is  to  prepare  a 
recommendation for the EMA-TC. No date set yet for next meeting.

• The Wiki item “Questions about the TC Process (non-standard track)” is still open – please 
use it to field your questions in preparation of a possible future meeting with OASIS staff.

5. Sugroup reports:
• Collateral & Documents:   the SC is having difficulties raising adequate attendance for the 

meetings, but is committed to advancing our extended analysis of adoption artifacts. Having 
a quorum of only 2 people may be effective in a sense, but we need more input to broaden 
our perspective and ensure appropriate coverage.
RB reporting from a process meeting of OASIS chairs: even though we agree that there are 
products that should not need approval as a committee note, the process for creating and 
approving committee notes is still being discussed. Templates were also discussed and it 
was agreed that they'll be restricted to particular kinds of documents – flyers, ads, brochures 
etc. would be excluded and not subject to the approval process. WJ adds that the strongest  
positions in favor of these exclusions came from OASIS staff.

• Events & Demos   – TF: no meeting last week. The SC will now focus on the logistics and 
submissions for the NIEM Conference and will work with JH and DA to find out more 
about the CRHNet conference and crossborder interop demo, and the possible involvement 
of the US Embassy in Ottawa. CITIG on the other hand is considered a no go.

• Outreach & Education   - PG: had a meeting this week with only 2 attendees. The discussion 
centered around the upcoming EDXL101 webinar. CO and DMG are working on the slides, 
which should be ready for review by the SC no later than March 2, and submitted to the TC 
by March 4. The plan is then for the TC to approve the slides as Committee Notes Draft on 
its  March  18  meeting.  Targeted  delivery  date  for  webinar  (“EDXL  Technical  best 
practices”): April 6. PG inquires about OASIS input concerning marking up of slides – WJ: 
this issue has not been addressed and is still open; let's use EDXL 101 as the first test case, 
as it progresses through the process.

6. New Business:
• EDXL feeds  – WJ:  solicitations have been sent  out,  very little feedback so far.  We are 

considering reiterating that call.
• The TC has received a request for a list of CAP usage across the world. WJ suggests to 

expand this task into an inventory about world wide EDXL adoption and wants to discuss 



possible  ways  to  go about  acquiring,  cross-checking and recording such info  during an 
upcoming TC call. DA indicates that WMO might be a good place to solicit support for that 
work – WJ to follow up.

Out of time. RB moves to adjourn, DA seconds.

Session adjourned 13:05

Redacted and submitted by

Werner Joerg, co-Chair
OASIS EMA-TC 110303/wbj


