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OASIS drives the 
development , 

convergence and 
adoption of e-business 

standards.
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What is an Open Standard (Utility)?
� Open Standards are a negotiated way for multiple parties to 

reliably exchange information (i.e. B2B, B2C, B2G, etc.)

� These solutions can then interoperate.
� Exchange data using a common set of business procedures

� Read and write the same file formats

� Use the same technical protocols

� Any organization, company or individual can implement 
compatible software products or applications.

� Encourages innovation

� Creates new markets
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What is an Open Standard (Transparency)?
� Open Standards are specified in a democratic process.

� Voted on by members with an equal vote regardless of 
organizational size, company revenues, or other influencers.

� Decision-making is open to the public.
� Public comment periods

� Archives of all document, emails, etc. are accessible to all

� No “Non-Disclosure Agreements” (NDA) required to participate

� Open Standards are available under clear, irrevocable 
“Intellectual Property Rights” (IPR) terms.
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What is an Open Standard (Safety)?
� Open Standards are created in vendor-neutral environment.

� Approved Open Standards are stable and can be 
implemented.

� Open Standards are developed within a reputable and well-
established organization 

� Versions of prior Open Standards are persistently available.

� Approved Open Standards can be “fast-tracked” through 
ISO, ITU, or other de jure bodies.
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� Principles of Free and Open Source Software (FOSS)
� Freedom to run the program, for any purpose
� Freedom to study how the program works, and adapt it to your needs

� Freedom to redistribute copies so you can help others

� Freedom to improve the program, and release your improvements to the public

� Open Standards enable FOSS to interoperate and communicate transparently 
with proprietary solutions as well as other FOSS implementations.

� A FOSS implementation of an Open Standard usually results in an open and 
free working reference implementation. 

� Encourages faster adoption and acceptance of the Open standard 

� Should the situation not allow for a FOSS solution,  Open Standards enable 
more choices that are not tied to any particular technology or vendor.

� Open Standards create a larger market that encourage FOSS development.
� FOSS built using Open Standards is more internationally scalable enabling it to 

be used in more environments and functional areas.
� Open Source Software projects can spawn Open Standards.
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“The largest standards 
group for electronic 
commerce on the Web”

� OASIS is a member-led, 
international non-profit 
standards consortium 
focused on global e-
business

� OASIS was founded in 1993
� 500 organizations with 6,000 

participants in 80 countries
� Over 60 technical 

committees producing 
royalty-free and RAND 
standards
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� Cooperation, liaison and harmonization with other 
standards organizations is a first-class OASIS priority

� Working to reduce duplication, promote interoperability
� Gaining sanction/authority & adoption for OASIS Standards

� Formal working relationships with:
� ISO, IEC, ITU, UN-ECE MoU for E-Business
� ISO/IEC JTC1 SC34, ISO TC154 (Cat. A Liaison)
� ITU-T A.4 and A.5 Recognition
� IPTC, LISA, SWIFT, UPU
� ABA, ACORD, AIAG, HL7, HR-XML, ISM, MBAA, NASPO, 

European ICTSB, CEN/ISSS, EC SEEM, PISCES, LRC
� Asia PKI, CNNIC, EA-ECA, ECIF, KIEC, PSLX, Standards-AU
� BPMI, CommerceNet, GGF, IDEAlliance, OAGi, OGC, OMA, 

OMG, RosettaNet/UCC, W3C, WfMC, WSCC, WS-I
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� To facilitate adoption, OASIS members develop guidelines, best practices, 
test suites, and other tools that promote the interoperability and 
conformance of structured information standards.

� OASIS ebXML Implementation Interoperability and Conf ormance (IIC) 
TC
Enabling software providers to create infrastructure and applications which 
interoperate with and adhere to the ebXML specifications

� OASIS OpenDocument Format (ODF) Adoption TC
Collaborating to increase the demand for and availability of products that 
conform to the OpenDocument Format

� OASIS Public Key Infrastructure Adoption (PKIA) TC
Advancing the use of digital certificates as a foundation for managing 
access to network resources and conducting electronic transactions

� OASIS Test Assertions Guidelines (TAG) TC
Improving the quality of standards by facilitating the creation and use of 
test assertions by OASIS committees and others
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� In a service-oriented architecture, the providers and consumers of services must communicate 
clearly about their availability and location, and the services themselves must be able to talk to 
and depend on each other. OASIS members work on many fronts to standardize the reliable 
management of distributed resources, utility computing and grid systems.

� OASIS DCML Framework TC
Creating an XML-based data model and format for exchanging information about the contents of 
data centers and other IT resources and information used in managing those resources

� OASIS eXtensible Access Control Markup Language (XAC ML) TC
Representing and evaluating access control policies.

� OASIS Provisioning Services TC
Providing an XML framework for managing the provisioning and allocation of identity information 

and system resources within and between organizations
� OASIS Solution Deployment Descriptor (SDD) TC

Defining a standardized way to express software installation characteristics required for lifecycle 
management in a multi-platform environment

� OASIS Web Services Distributed Management (WSDM) TC
Defining a Web services architecture to manage distributed resources

� OASIS Web Services Notification (WSN) TC
Advancing a pattern-based approach to allow Web services to disseminate information to one 

another
� OASIS Web Services Quality Model TC

Defining common criteria to evaluate quality levels for interoperability, security, and 
manageability of services
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� From the consortium's roots as SGML Open, OASIS has been devoted to the device- and media-
independent creation and management of documents. Today, OASIS members work on 
structured information standards for documents that run the gamut from online catalogs to data 
sheets, from technical manuals to office memoranda, whether output to paper, CD-ROM, 
wireless devices, the Web, or all of the above.

� OASIS CGM Open WebCGM TC
Advancing the vector graphics standard for online technical documents

� OASIS Darwin Information Typing Architecture (DITA)  TC
Advancing a document creation and management specification that builds content reuse into the 

authoring process
� OASIS DocBook TC

Providing a system for writing structured documents using SGML or XML
� OASIS Open Document Format for Office Applications (OpenDocument) TC

Developing an XML-based file format specification for office applications
� OASIS OpenDocument Format (ODF) Adoption TC

Collaborating to increase the demand for and availability of products that conform to the 
OpenDocument Format

� OASIS Universal Business Language (UBL) TC
Defining a common XML library of business documents (purchase orders, invoices, etc.)

� OASIS Unstructured Operation Markup Language (UOML)  TC
Creating an open, XML-based operation standard for unstructured documents
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� OASIS members develop specifications that enable enterprises of any size, in any geographical location, to 
conduct business over the Internet.

� OASIS Business-Centric Methodology (BCM) TC
Defining methods to acquire interoperable e-business information systems within communities of interest

� OASIS Content Assembly Mechanism (CAM) TC
Describing machine-processable information content flows into and out of XML structures

� OASIS Customer Information Quality (CIQ) TC
Delivering royalty free, open, international, industry and application neutral XML specifications for representing, 
interoperating, and managing party (person/organization) centric information

� OASIS ebXML Business Process TC
Providing a standards-based business process foundation that promotes the automation and predictable 
exchange of business collaboration definitions using XML

� OASIS ebXML Collaboration Protocol Profile and Agree ment (CPPA) TC
Describing how trading partners engage in electronic business collaborations through the exchange of electronic 
messages

� OASIS ebXML Implementation Interoperability and Conf ormance (IIC) TC
Enabling software providers to create infrastructure and applications which interoperate with and adhere to the 
ebXML specifications

� OASIS ebXML Joint Committee
Coordinating the work of the OASIS ebXML Technical Committees

� OASIS ebXML Messaging Services TC
Defining the transport, routing and packaging of e-business transactions

� OASIS ebXML Registry TC
Defining and managing interoperable registries and repositories

� OASIS Electronic Business Service Oriented Architec ture (ebSOA) TC
Advancing architectural patterns for using Service Oriented Architecture in electronic business

� OASIS UDDI Specification TC
Defining a standard method for enterprises to dynamically discover and invoke Web services
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� OASIS provides a forum to unite international communities of governments, legal professionals, 
and suppliers who share the common goal to advance the electronic exchange of information.

� OASIS e-Government TC
Providing a forum for governments to articulate and coordinate requirements for XML- and Web 
services-based standards

� OASIS Election and Voter Services TC
Enabling the exchange of data for public and private election services

� OASIS Emergency Management TC
Enabling information exchange to advance incident preparedness and response to emergency 
situations

� OASIS International Health Continuum (IHC) TC
Providing a forum for the global healthcare community to articulate and coordinate requirements 
for XML- and Web services-based standards

� OASIS LegalXML eContracts TC
Enabling the efficient creation, maintenance, management, exchange, and publication of contract 
documents and terms

� OASIS LegalXML Electronic Court Filing TC
Using XML to create and transmit legal documents among attorneys, courts, litigants, and others.

� OASIS LegalXML eNotarization TC
Developing technical requirements to govern self-proving electronic legal information

� OASIS LegalXML Integrated Justice TC
Facilitating the exchange of data among justice system branches and agencies for criminal and 
civil cases

� OASIS Tax XML TC
Promoting interoperability of XML tax-related information
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� Internationalization and localization are vital areas for the OASIS 
global community. OASIS Localisation TCs develop standards that 
enable publications, software interfaces, etc. to be adapted for non-
native environments, especially other nations and cultures.

� OASIS Translation Web Services TC
Automating the translation and localization process as a Web 
service

� OASIS XML Localisation Interchange File Format (XLIF F) TC
Advancing a multi-lingual data exchange standard for localisation
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� OASIS develops security standards needed in e-business and Web services applications. 
Members define foundational as well as application-level specifications.

� OASIS Biometric Identity Assurance Services (BIAS) Integration TC
Defining methods for using biometric identity assurance in transactional Web services and SOAs

� OASIS Digital Signature Services (DSS) TC
Defining an XML interface to process digital signatures for Web services and other applications

� OASIS Enterprise Key Management Infrastructure (EKM I) Technical Committee
Defining symmetric key management protocols

� OASIS eXtensible Access Control Markup Language (XAC ML) TC
Representing and evaluating access control policies.

� OASIS Provisioning Services TC
Providing an XML framework for managing the provisioning and allocation of identity information 
and system resources within and between organizations

� OASIS Public Key Infrastructure Adoption (PKIA) TC
Advancing the use of digital certificates as a foundation for managing access to network 
resources and conducting electronic transactions

� OASIS Security Joint Committee
Coordinating the technical activities of several, security-related OASIS TCs

� OASIS Security Services (SAML) TC
Defining and maintaining a standard, XML-based framework for creating and exchanging security 
information between online partners

� OASIS Web Services Secure Exchange (WS-SX) TC
Defining WS-Security extensions and policies to enable the trusted exchange of multiple SOAP 
messages
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� Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) represents a collection of best practices principles and 
patterns related to service-aware, enterprise-level, distributed computing. SOA standardization 
efforts at OASIS focus on workflows, translation coordination, orchestration, collaboration, loose 
coupling, business process modeling, and other concepts that support agile computing. 

� OASIS Electronic Business Service Oriented Architec ture (ebSOA) TC
Advancing architectural patterns for using Service Oriented Architecture in electronic business

� OASIS Framework for Web Services Implementation (FW SI) TC
Defining methods and functional components for broad, multi-platform, vendor-neutral cross-
industry implementation of Web services

� OASIS Semantic Execution Environment TC
Developing guidelines, justifications, and implementation directions for deploying Semantic Web 
services in SOA

� OASIS SOA Adoption Blueprints TC
Developing, publishing and maintaining archetypal "blueprint" sets of requirements and functions 
to serve as generic, vendor-neutral instances of service-oriented solutions for real business 
requirements.

� OASIS SOA Reference Model TC
Developing a core reference model to guide and foster the creation of specific, service-oriented 
architectures

� OASIS Web Services Quality Model TC
Defining common criteria to evaluate quality levels for interoperability, security, and 
manageability of services
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� Not all OASIS Committees develop standards as their primary goal. OASIS 
Standards Adoption Committees provide forums that unite specific industries or 
communities of users, governments, vendors, industry groups, and other standards 
bodies. These Committees evaluate existing standards, articulate requirements, 
identify gaps, recognize overlaps, publish guidelines, and promote interoperability. 
They provide input to OASIS TCs (and other organizations) that develop pertinent 
specifications, and they recommend new efforts where needed.

� OASIS e-Government TC
Providing a forum for governments to articulate and coordinate requirements for 
XML- and Web services-based standards

� OASIS Forest Industries TC
Standardizing electronic transfer of forest industry data from source to customer

� OASIS International Health Continuum (IHC) TC
Providing a forum for the global healthcare community to articulate and coordinate 
requirements for XML- and Web services-based standards

� OASIS OpenDocument Format (ODF) Adoption TC
Collaborating to increase the demand for and availability of products that conform to 
the OpenDocument Format

� OASIS Tax XML TC
Promoting interoperability of XML tax-related information
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� OASIS members advance a range of efforts to support 
procurement, maintenance, and manufacturing functions within the
supply chain.

� OASIS Materials Markup Language TC
Standardizing the exchange of all types of technical metrics and
information for raw manufacturing materials

� OASIS Product Life Cycle Support (PLCS) TC
Collaborating on the deployment of an international standard for
product data exchange (ISO 10303) to support complex engineered 
assets from concept to disposal

� OASIS Production Planning and Scheduling (PPS) TC
Developing common object models and schemas for collaborative 
planning and scheduling in manufacturing

� OASIS Universal Business Language (UBL) TC
Defining a common XML library of business documents (purchase 
orders, invoices, etc.)
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� Web services allow applications to communicate across platforms and programming languages using standard 
protocols based on XML. OASIS members are defining many of the infrastructure standards that enable Web 
services as well as the implementation standards that are used in specific communities and across industries.

� OASIS Asynchronous Service Access Protocol (ASAP) T C
Describing a standard way to start, manage, and monitor long running services

� OASIS ebXML Business Process TC
Providing a standards-based business process foundation that promotes the automation and predictable 
exchange of business collaboration definitions using XML

� OASIS ebXML Collaboration Protocol Profile and Agree ment (CPPA) TC
Describing how trading partners engage in electronic business collaborations through the exchange of electronic 
messages

� OASIS ebXML Implementation Interoperability and Conf ormance (IIC) TC
Enabling software providers to create infrastructure and applications which interoperate with and adhere to the 
ebXML specifications

� OASIS ebXML Messaging Services TC
Defining the transport, routing and packaging of e-business transactions

� OASIS ebXML Registry TC
Defining and managing interoperable registries and repositories

� OASIS Electronic Business Service Oriented Architec ture (ebSOA) TC
Advancing architectural patterns for using Service Oriented Architecture in electronic business

� OASIS Framework for Web Services Implementation (FW SI) TC
Defining methods and functional components for broad, multi-platform, vendor-neutral cross-industry 
implementation of Web services

� OASIS Open Building Information Exchange (oBIX) TC
Enabling mechanical and electrical control systems in buildings to communicate with enterprise applications

� OASIS Translation Web Services TC
Automating the translation and localization process as a Web service
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� OASIS UDDI Specification TC
Defining a standard method for enterprises to dynamically discover and invoke Web services

� OASIS Web Services Business Process Execution Langu age (WSBPEL) TC
Enabling users to describe business process activities as Web services and define how they can be connected to 
accomplish specific tasks

� OASIS Web Services Composite Application Framework (WS-CAF) TC
Defining an open framework for supporting coordinated and transactional compositions of multiple Web services 
applications

� OASIS Web Services Distributed Management (WSDM) TC
Defining a Web services architecture to manage distributed resources

� OASIS Web Services for Remote Portlets (WSRP) TC
Standardizing presentation-oriented Web services for use by aggregating intermediaries, such as portals

� OASIS Web Services Notification (WSN) TC
Advancing a pattern-based approach to allow Web services to disseminate information to one another

� OASIS Web Services Quality Model TC
Defining common criteria to evaluate quality levels for interoperability, security, and manageability of services

� OASIS Web Services Reliable Exchange (WS-RX) TC
Advancing a protocol for reliable message exchange using Web services

� OASIS Web Services Reliable Messaging (WSRM) TC
Providing a standard, interoperable way to guarantee message delivery to applications or Web services

� OASIS Web Services Secure Exchange (WS-SX) TC
Defining WS-Security extensions and policies to enable the trusted exchange of multiple SOAP messages

� OASIS Web Services Transaction (WS-TX) TC
Defining protocols for coordinating the outcome of distributed application actions
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� Covering the spectrum of XML applications, OASIS technical 
committees continue to work on the underlying architecture that 
facilitates XML processing.

� OASIS Extensible Resource Identifier (XRI) TC
Defining a royalty-free URI-compatible scheme and resolution 
protocol for abstract identifiers used to identify and share resources 
across domains and applications

� OASIS RELAX NG TC
Advancing a lightweight, easy-to-use XML schema language

� OASIS User Interface Markup Language (UIML) TC
Developing a specification for an abstract meta-language that can 
provide a canonical XML representation of any user interface (UI)

� OASIS XRI Data Interchange (XDI) TC
Creating a standard for sharing, linking, and synchronizing data
("dataweb") over the Internet and other networks using XML 
documents and Extensible Resource Identifiers (XRIs)
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� OASIS is distinguished by its transparent governance 
and operating procedures. 

� Members themselves set the technical agenda, using a 
lightweight process expressly designed to promote 
industry consensus and unite disparate efforts. 

� Completed work is ratified by open ballot.  
� Governance is accountable and unrestricted. 
� The OASIS Board of Directors and Technical Advisory 

Board are chosen by democratic election to serve two-
year terms.  

� Consortium leadership is based on individual merit and 
is not tied to financial contribution, corporate standing, 
or special appointment.
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� The OASIS IPR Policy aims to help assure implementers worldwide that OASIS 
Standards can be adopted with confidence, support meaningful, inclusive 
collaboration, and encourage the submission of relevant work into the open 
standards process.  The Policy was specifically designed to:

� Help ensure that, if needed, licenses to implement OASIS Standards and specifications are 
available from OASIS members;

� Provide flexibility to support the breadth of the membership, the variety of specifications 
under development, and the needs of the marketplace;

� Encourage the submission of existing technical work into the open standards process;
� Assure that all members are protected and bound by clearly articulated policies; and
� Help safeguard organizations from unintended exposure by employees participating as 

Individual members.
� OASIS supports this diversity by permitting each Committee to choose for itself, in its 

charter, one of three IPR modes under which it will operate. Each mode governs 
what licensing terms must be granted to an implementer upon request:

� Reasonable And Non-Discriminatory (RAND) defines a basic set of minimal terms a 
patent holder is obliged to offer (such as granting a license that is worldwide, non-exclusive, 
perpetual, reasonable, and non-discriminatory, etc.) and leaves all other non-specified terms 
to negotiations between the patent holder and the implementer seeking a license.

� Royalty-Free (RF) on RAND Terms operates in the same manner as RAND, however, it 
does not permit the patent holder to charge fees or royalties for the license.

� RF on Limited Terms specifies the exact Royalty Free licensing terms and conditions that 
may be included in a patent holder's license and that must be granted upon request without 
further negotiations.
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� A Member Section may be created to support 
one or more OASIS Technical Committees 
through coordination and/or funding of activities.

� A Member Section may be created to enable 
existing organizations or initiatives to become 
part of OASIS, while maintaining their identity 
and governance through the Member Section 
Steering Committee.

� A Member Section may be created when a 
collection of OASIS Members recognize a 
particular need and are willing to commit to work 
on that need over an extended period. 
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� A Member Section does not have to have designated 
funds, however a Member Section may have its own 
operating funds that come from a variety of sources; for 
example:

� A percentage of the income from OASIS membership dues paid 
by the Member Section Members,

� A percentage of the income from OASIS sponsorship fees for 
sponsoring the Member Section website,

� Grants of funds from Member Section Members or other funding 
sources for work that is in alignment with the scope of that 
Member Section,

� Revenue from events conducted by the Member Section
� Any operating funds it may have previously had as a separate 

organization (in the case of acquisition).
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� One or more OASIS Members may request the formation of a Member 
Section by creating a proposed set of Rules of Procedure (ROP). The 
ROP specifies:

� The name of the Member Section
� The Member Section statement of work
� The rules for electing new Steering Committee Members
� Length of term of those on the Steering Committee 
� Initial makeup of the Member Section Steering Committee 
� The process for changing the number of Steering Committee members 
� The funding model (if any) for the Member Section
� The Member Section Budget
� Provisions that apply to affiliated OASIS Technical Committees 

� the allowable IPR Modes and Languages to be included in Charters of Affiliated 
Technical Committees

� Member Section-wide Technical Committee Charter requirements
� Any other provisions

� OASIS Staff must review must review the ROP and financial justification (if 
applicable) with the proposers.

� The ROP is approved by the OASIS Board and the new Member Section 
and, if appropriate, affiliated Technical Committees are started.
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� The following are activities of the Member Section Steering Committee:
� Must maintain a Rules of Procedure (ROP) document for the Member Section 
� Must vote on the affiliation of any Technical Committee requesting to be affiliated with the 

Member Section.
� Must provide spokespersons for press/analyst briefings, as coordinated by OASIS staff.
� Must provide quarterly reports to OASIS management and to the Member Section Members 

on the actual and planned activities and expenses of the Member Section.
� Must establish budgets and priorities for disbursement of Member Section funds (if 

available). 
� In addition, the Steering Committee:

� May create and maintain content for Member Section website (if such exists), either using 
volunteers or external resource paid for by Member Section discretionary funds (if 
available).

� If discretionary funds are available, must direct use of discretionary funds to be approved 
and administered by OASIS management, including but not limited to the following:

� Outside contractors
� Printing and design of collateral materials;
� Conference participation;
� Travel expenses for OASIS staff conducting work on behalf of the Member Section, pre-approved by 

the Member Section Steering Committee;
� Dedicated IT and infrastructure costs;
� Dedicated technical resources;
� Professional fees specific to Member Section activities; and
� OASIS memberships and other payments specific to the Member Section
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� Involve an unlimited number of employees in any OASIS Committee as members or 
observers 

� Profit from early access to proposed charters, draft specifications, requirements 
documents, and other OASIS Committee output

� Accelerate the development of your implementations and products
� Ensure that your requirements for standardization of interoperability, vocabularies 

methods and architectures are included in OASIS activities
� Lower your training costs by learning from participating in OASIS Committees
� Share information and gain insight from other leading technical experts and 

influencers
� Access the OASIS members-only website to stay current with emerging technologies 

and the key players behind them   
� Build solutions based on work that has already been done in order to save time and 

reduce the risk of redundancy and fragmentation
� Forge profitable alliances with potential customers, suppliers, business partners, and 

policy makers
� Track development of emerging Standards and predict their impact on the 

marketplace 
� Observe technical work from the inside before committing to it publicly
� Stay up-to-date with Open Standards trends and accomplishments by attending the 

annual OASIS member meeting   
� Track work in progress by receiving all OASIS Committees communications
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� Sponsor level members receive the most branding and promotional 
benefits from OASIS membership, including:

� Enhance your image as an industry expert by speaking on behalf of 
OASIS at conferences, and with journalists and analysts

� Raise your credibility with industry analysts by inclusion in briefings 
concerning OASIS Committee work in which you participate

� Increase your press coverage and standing as an industry authority by 
inclusion and endorsement quotes in OASIS press releases

� Gain visibility from your linked logo on the OASIS home page and your 
organization name on the home pages of Committees in which you 
participate

� Use "OASIS Sponsor" logo on your web site and/or collateral
� Be featured in OASIS data sheets on relevant work
� Receive automatic inclusion of your press releases on XML.org
� Feature OASIS executive quotes in your press releases (upon request)
� Receive recognition for demonstrating products at OASIS InterOps

� By joining as a Sponsor, your dues will be used to underwrite 
activities to promote OASIS Technical Committee work and the 
Consortium. 
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