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Mr. De Vriendt, Mr. Ferrar, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is my great pleasure to also welcome you to the OASIS Adoption Forum.  
As we look at this Adoption Forum Program, we are doubly honored to have these speakers who have given of their valuable time to come here to London.  This is indeed a highly-regarded array of experts and executives that all of us will have the opportunity to hear and interact with over the next two days.  
The theme of this year’s program is: Enabling Efficiency between Government, Business and the Citizen - Managing Secure Interactions in Sector Applications.  
We began with the PKI Workshop yesterday, where they examined the state and future of Public Key Infrastructure.  A number of presenters highlighted the numerous government deployments of digital certificates and networks of certificate authorities, along with PKI usage in mobile phone services, and in the mortgage banking industry. We then heard this morning the description of a new OASIS committee on Enterprise Key Management Infrastructures. Their wrap-up panel gave us good insight into the current and future uses of PKI credentials where it just becomes part of the ubiquitous infrastructure.

Recently, I was reading the book, “The World is Flat” by Thomas Friedman, release 2.0.  I highly recommend this book, if you have not read it yet.  Friedman describes the phenomena of the “flattening” of the world as a way to describe what has happened when high-speed access to the Internet has enabled rapid sharing of information and collaborative workflows between businesses and individuals across the world.  Friedman stated that once the underlying protocols (HTML, HTTP, XML, SOAP, etc) become adopted as standards, everything and everyone becomes increasingly interoperable and interconnected.

What we will be discussing here is how security standards and the next level of business process and application standards will further this trend of global interoperability and interconnectedness.  However, for the global interoperability of business applications to expand - to make interactions between governments, business and citizens more efficient - we will have to make the interactions secure and trusted.  So, while we have journalists, such as Thomas Friedman, who help to describe the phenomena we are living and working within, it is up to the members of OASIS to actually demonstrate how to work together in a global collaborative environment to not only build the standards, but more importantly, to learn what is needed to achieve true global adoption and usage of these interoperability standards.

This Adoption Forum highlights the global nature of interoperability standards. We are pleased to welcome speakers and participants not only from Europe, and the USA, but also from Asia. We extend a special welcome to participants who are here from Beijing China through their work within the ChangFeng Open Standard Platform Software Alliance.
We also wish to thank our event sponsors:

· BEA Systems

· EDS

· IBM

· Intel

· PTC

· SAP

· Sun Microsystems

· Xenos 

· OASIS PKI Member Section

These companies are supporting this type of Forum program that implements the OASIS mission: which is to drive the development, convergence and adoption of e-Business standards.  So, not only does OASIS engage with specific domains of interest to drive development and adoption of needed ICT standards, but we also recognize the absolute imperative to enable cross-sector use and integration of standards for the sharing or exchange of structured information using Information and Communication Technologies.  At OASIS, with over 60 committees and over 5,000 participants, this is a unique challenge.
So, as you look around and see people who come from different disciplines, engage in dialog with them.  You may find people who have experience in solving information exchange issues in other domains that could bring innovative thinking to solving critical problems facing government administrations, business sectors, or services for citizens or consumers.  At OASIS we have also begun to see areas of intersection with our security standards and with other domains, such as emergency management work: (where identity authentication of the sender of Public Warnings is critical)  
Let me introduce to you our OASIS staff that are here today. First our European-based staff:

· Pim van der Eijk, European Representative (Netherlands)
· Dr. Carol Cosgrove-Sacks, Senior Advisor on International Standards Policy (Geneva)
· John Goetz, XML Standards Specialist & Technical Writer (Denmark)
· Matteo Pederzolli, Director of European Business Development (Brussels)
From the US, 

· Carol Geyer, Director of Communications

· Dee Schur, Manager of Member Support

· Jane Harnad, Manager of Events

It is now my pleasure to introduce our first session speakers:
Karel De Vriendt, Head of the Pan-Europe eGovernment Unit, Enterprise and Industry Directorate of the European Commission. This is the unit responsible for the Information Distribution between Administrations, Business and Citizens programme.

Mark Ferrar, Director of Infrastructure, within the Technology Office, UK National Heal Service “Connecting for Health” programme. He is responsible for both infrastructure & information governance, along with IT security. Prior to joining NHS in 2004, he worked for 17 years at ICI in IT management and architecture roles.
Hal Lockhart, Senior Principal Engineering Technologist, in the CTO’s Office, BEA Systems. Hal is co-chair of the OASIS XACML TC, co-chair of the Security Services TC (SAML), and is an active member of a number of other OASIS TCs, such as Web Service Secure Transaction (WS-SX) TC. Hal has been a member of the OASIS Technical Advisory Board since 2005, and is currently and co-chair.
5

