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[Welcome]
Good morning.  Welcome to the OASIS Symposium on Reliable Infrastructures for XML.  We are pleased to see such an excellent response to this first OASIS symposium.  You are in fine company today, as we have gathered here in the city known as “The Big Easy” with an excellent array of technical experts, industry executives and user companies, that we expect will make it “easy” for you to understand the status, issues and future of reliable infrastructure standards for eBusiness.

We are honored to have a number of attendees from around the world.  Let me introduce a few of the visiting dignitaries that have traveled a great distance to attend the OASIS Symposium.  From Geneva, Switzerland we have George Kowalski and Sead Vilogorac from the UNECE.  From Korea we have representatives from Korea Trade Network; from Taiwan, we have representatives from the Institute for Information Industry.  From Singapore, we have representatives from the Singapore Institute of Manufacturing Technology and from the Infocom Development Authority of Singapore.   And many more from outside the USA whom we welcome and thank you for traveling great distances to attend.

[Thanks]

This event is the result of a lot of hard work by many people, but let me thank just a few.  First, I would like to recognize the initiator of the concept for this symposium.  Una Kerns, from Documentum, was a Board Director and Chair of the Board’s Technical Advisory Committee, that developed the original charter two years ago for what is now the Technical Advisory Board of OASIS.  Una provided the vision for an annual OASIS Symposium.  We are also grateful for the support of the current Technical Advisory Board co-chairs, Derek Coleman, HP, and Pete Wenzel, SeeBeyond, and the chair of the Symposium Committee, Chet Ensign, LexisNexis, and the many members of the Technical Advisory Board who helped to put together the program for the next two days (Karl Best, OASIS, Bill Cox, Individual Member, Chris Ferris, IBM, Eduardo Gutentag, Sun Microsystems, Jackson He, Intel, Tim Moses, Entrust, Krishna Sankar, Cisco). [Ask TAB members to stand]  
We would also like to thank those OASIS corporate members who so graciously helped to sponsor this Symposium: Adobe, Booz-Allen-Hamilton, IBM, SAP, and Sun Microsystems. 

The symposium came together with the work of the OASIS staff, from our Communications department led by Carol Geyer, Director of Communications, Jane Harnad Event Manager, and our Membership group with Scott McGrath, Director of Member Services and Dee Schur.  Any one who is not an OASIS member, should talk to Dee to get answers to any questions you may have about membership; if not, I’m sure she will find you.  Much of the coordination with the TAB was handled by Karl Best, Vice President and Jamie Clark.  The OASIS-CommerceNet sponsored eHealth Workshop to be held on Wednesday was coordinated by Dr. Brett Trusko, our Healthcare Industry manager. 

[Symposium Goals]

This OASIS Symposium on Reliable Infrastructures for XML was designed to serve our members and the broader public in a number of ways.  
This Symposium is actually the cornerstone of a week-long series of OASIS events that are being held here in New Orleans.  We started off yesterday with two tutorials that provided in-depth information on business transaction protocols and on the Web Services Resource Framework specification.  Today’s Symposium sessions will begin with a keynote address by an executive from one of the OASIS member companies, Fidelity Investments, followed by an overview of the OASIS Technical Model to give you a visual picture for how the various topics relate to other work. 
The major sessions today cover Transactions in the morning and Security this afternoon.  We will conclude today’s Symposium with a panel of industry leaders from RosettaNet, Automotive Industry Action Group (AIAG), and Chemical Industry Data Exchange (CIDX), which will be moderated by an executive from SAP.  You will definitely want to listen to these thought-provoking leaders discuss the success and challenges their industries are having in Implementing Standards to Achieve Reliable Transacting.  I would like to encourage audience participation during the questions and answer period.  We will then close today’s Symposium by moving into a more relaxed atmosphere where you can debate one-on-one with the panelists and other speakers from today’s sessions.  So please join us for some refreshments featuring many local tastes of the city at the reception sponsored by SAP from 5pm to 7pm this evening.  But even then we are not through for the day, as we are also featuring a Birds of Feather session to discuss the topic of Advancing a Service-Oriented Architecture Based on ebXML and Web Services, led by Duane Nickull of Adobe, who is the convener for the new eBusiness Service Oriented Architecture (ebSOA) Technical Committee which meets on Thursday afternoon this week.

Tomorrow, we will lead off with an exciting and thought-provoking keynote from Thomas Koulopoulos, President and Founder of Delphi Group.  The Tuesday sessions will include presentations on Messaging specifications and then insight into issues related to metadata and use cases.  We conclude the Symposium tomorrow with the session titled: What’s Next:  Opportunities & Prospects for Reliable Infrastructure with a question and answer period.  This will be your opportunity to provide us with your ideas on new work or coordination of efforts that OASIS should be pursuing.

Following the conclusion of the Symposium, we will convene our Annual General Meeting for OASIS Members at 5:00pm.  The AGM features a report on the status of OASIS activities over the past year, a report on our financial status and a preview of work to come, hosted by the Board of Directors. Included this year will be a report on the work of the Board’s Intellectual Property Rights Sub-committee.  OASIS members, you do not want to miss this year’s meeting.  Following the AGM will be a reception from 6 to 8pm which is open to everyone.  This will be an opportunity to meet and interact with the Board of Directors.

The OASIS activities will continue for another two days.  We will hold on Wednesday, the Reliable Infrastructures for eHealth Workshop, jointly sponsored by OASIS and CommerceNet.  Find out what is happening in the application of OASIS Standards and other technical standards into the vast and varied healthcare industry. Participate in discussions on new opportunities for OASIS activities and an exciting global pilot project.

Our members will be holding nineteen (19) technical committee meetings on Wednesday and Thursday.  Any OASIS members or prospective OASIS members who are not TC members, but who would like to attend any TC meeting should contact the TC Chair to inform them of your interest to attend their TC meeting as an Observer.  Some of the TC meeting rooms may be limited in capacity, so please let our registration desk personnel know if you want to attend and they can assist you in making contact with the appropriate TC Chair.

In addition, the OASIS Board of Directors will be meeting on Wednesday and Thursday to deliberate on many topics ranging from new liaison relationships, a new IPR Policy, TC Process revisions, financial status, strategic direction, a new User Advisory Board and new standards adoption services.
[Vision]

Whenever any of the OASIS staff are called upon to speak at conferences around the world, we are often asked just what is it that is making OASIS so successful and fueling the rapid growth in membership and committee activities.  I would have to say that the key differentiators for OASIS is our open process, a member-driven agenda and our transparent governance.  Our membership is broadening geographically (with over 40% of members from outside the US) and broadening functionally (with over 50%  from non-software vendor categories: user companies, system integrators, governments and academia).  In order to maintain the fundamental values that ensure that OASIS work remains relevant, we need the active participation of our members as well as the public.  So, this is your Symposium.  Participate in all of the varied activities in order that you can reap the greatest return on your investment this week of your time and energy.  Take the time to provide your feedback to the staff; and most importantly to the Board of Directors who will be at the AGM and reception on Tuesday evening 
[Keynote Introduction - Monday]


Now it is my distinct honor to be able to inaugurate this first OASIS Symposium on Reliable Infrastructures for XML, by introducing our keynote speaker for today.  William Stangel, is the Senior Vice President and Enterprise Architect, at Fidelity Investments Systems Company, a division of Fidelity Investments, the largest mutual fund company in the United States. In his position, Mr. Stangel has responsibility to provide direction for technology implementation at an enterprise level for the business lines and operating units that comprise Fidelity. 

Mr. Stangel is committed to pursuing the implementation of Web Services technologies for very hard-headed business reasons.  But he is doing it with a critical emphasis on open standards.  One way Fidelity keeps abreast of the standards development and adoption process is by encouraging many of their employees to use their OASIS membership for observing and participating in many OASIS committees.  Now lets give a warm welcome to William Stangel.
