OASIS Election and Voter Services Technical Committee: 
Meeting 29 February 2012

Attendees: John Borras (JB) (Chairman), Peter Zelechoski (PZ), David Webber (DW), John Wack (JW), John Ross (JR)

Apologies: None

	welcome and roll call

JB opened the meeting and took the roll call. He had received no apologies for absence.

	EML v7

JB gave a brief résumé of the current progress of v7.  Two more Statements of Use are required to be able to move onto OASIS Standards accreditation and then a submission to ISO.  DW will purse one from Oracle and also talk to Paul Stenbjorn of Scytl about joining the TC to provide another one. JW will review the possibility of NIST providing a statement.

JB stressed the need to keep aligned with IEEE/P1622 and JW gave a brief projection of their future work.  Any changes from their work would need to be reflected in EML but the timing could be a problem if progression to OASIS Standard or ISO was underway.  The situation would need to be closely monitored and planned, and that may become clearer after the NIST workshop next week.

	OUTREACH

Following comments made in the recent TC Satisfaction survey, JB initiated a discussion on the possibilities of conducting webinars, interop demos and the like to increase the take up of EML and participation in the TC.  He felt there are two distinct audiences; a) the vendor community - to encourage them to build EML into their products and services, and b) election officials – to encourage them to conduct more e-enabled elections.  The first category is relatively easy to reach but the second is much harder. Various opinions were expressed on the reasons for the lack of uptake of e-enabled elections, but the current financial situation appears to be one of the most significant. 

Members reported on the current state of the market from their experiences and generally there appears to be reasonable use of EML in results reporting, eg Australia, California, and some use of it in Voter registrations, eg UK.  In addition the USA is moving ahead with plans for blank ballot distributions for this year’s presidential elections.   But there is still an almost complete lack of activity on actual online e-voting although JR felt this may change as new technologies and more secure devices come into the market in the medium term.

It was agreed to put together a webinar giving an overview of EML, its current usages and opportunities.  JB will prepare an outline script for members to contribute to, and he will also talk to Dee Schur and Carol Geyer about target audiences for the webinar, in particular the media for the results reporting aspects and the World Bank.  JW added that the webinar could be useful for discussions he is having with the Pew Foundation.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.

	date and location of next meeting

To be determined. 

Actions:
JB to prepare script for webinar.
	DW to provide examples of mind maps that could be of use.
	JB to pursue target audiences with Dee and Carol.

