
Paragraph-level comments

DITA provides two addressing mechanisms. DITA addresses either are direct, URI-based addresses, or they
are indirect key-based addresses. Within DITA documents, individual elements are addressed by unique
identifiers specified on the @id attribute. DITA defines two fragment identifier syntaxes for addressing DITA
elements, one for topics and elements within maps and another for non-topic elements within topics.
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I don't understand why the first two sentences " DITA
provides two addressing mechanisms. DITA addresses
either are direct, URI-based addresses, or they are indirect
key-based addresses. ", is in this section.Â  Shouldn't it be
in a higher level sentence that introduces this section?

I also agree that the last sentence is out of context here,
though I'm not sure exactly where it should go.

nharrison updated comment
9/6/2015
12:23:18

Need to rethink the shortdesc as a whole, after
comparing to shortdesc for key based addressing topic.

randerson updated comment
9/6/2015
16:52:56

DITA provides two addressing mechanisms. DITA addresses either are direct, URI-based addresses, or they
are indirect key-based addresses. Within DITA documents, individual elements are addressed by unique
identifiers specified on the @id attribute. DITA defines two fragment identifier syntaxes for addressing DITA
elements, one for topics and elements within maps and another for non-topic elements within topics.
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The last part of the last sentence is unclear. The first
problem is that "one for topics and elements within maps"
implies that topics can be contained within maps. Of course,
that's not what was meant. The second problem is that is the
two cases are not mutually exclusive, and that creates
confusion. Perhaps you could say something like: DITA has
two fragment identifier syntaxes, one is the full fragment
identifier syntax and the other is an abbreviated fragment
identifier syntax that can be used when addressing non-topic

rthomas updated comment
4/6/2015
00:40:34
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elements from within the same topic.

Incorporated Bob's suggested rewording. Appreciated
Eliot's clarification.

keberlein updated comment
9/6/2015
07:23:57

They are exclusive: There are three types of element that
can be addressed:

Elements within maps: addressed by a bare-ID
fragment identifier)

1. 

Elements that are topic or specializations of topic:
Addressed by a bare-ID fragment identifier

2. 

Elements that are within topic or a specialization of
topic but are not topic or a specialization of topic:
addressed by the topicid/elementid fragment
identifier syntax.

3. 

That is there are two different fragment identifiers: bare
IDs and topicid/elementid. One is not a subset of the
other. They are completely different.

ekimber updated comment
9/6/2015
00:48:29

DITA provides two addressing mechanisms. DITA addresses either are direct, URI-based addresses, or they
are indirect key-based addresses. Within DITA documents, individual elements are addressed by unique
identifiers specified on the @id attribute. DITA defines two fragment identifier syntaxes for addressing DITA
elements, one for topics and elements within maps and another for non-topic elements within topics.
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The last sentence seems out of content.
Delete?

sdoherty updated comment
9/6/2015
01:11:07

DITA provides two addressing mechanisms. DITA addresses either are direct, URI-based addresses, or they
are indirect key-based addresses. Within DITA documents, individual elements are addressed by unique
identifiers specified on the @id attribute. DITA defines two fragment identifier syntaxes for addressing DITA
elements, one for topics and elements within maps and another for non-topic elements within topics.
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DITA provides two addressing mechanisms. DITA
addresses either are direct , URI-based addresses , or they
are indirect key-based addresses. Within DITA documents,
individual elements are addressed by unique identifiers

sdoherty updated change
9/6/2015
01:11:45
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specified on the @id attribute. DITA defines two fragment
identifier syntaxes for addressing DITA elements, one for
topics and elements within maps and another for non-topic
elements within topics.

Removed the comma after the word "direct". keberlein updated comment
9/6/2015
07:16:33

Paragraph-level comments

ID attribute
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This topic is not confined in scope to URI addressing.
Shouldn't it precede both URI addressing and key
addressing?

sdoherty updated comment
9/6/2015
01:12:57

Considering how to reorganize TOC to make
something more logical, without bumping key topics
too low in the TOC hierarchy.

randerson updated comment
9/6/2015
16:57:19

The @id attribute is available for most elements. The @id attribute is required on some elements. For an
element to be referenced, it must have an @id attribute with a valid value, although entire maps and the first
topic, only topic, or all direct-child topics (depending on processing context) in a topic-containing document
can be referenced without using an ID. The requirements for the @id attribute differ depending on whether it
is used on a topic element, a map element, or an element within a topic or map.
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The @id attribute is available for most elements.

An element must have a valid @id attribute value before it
can be referenced using a fragment identifier.

The @id attribute is required on some elements. For an
element to be referenced, it must have an @id attribute with
a valid value, although entire maps and the first topic, only
topic, or all direct-child topics (depending on processing
context) in a topic-containing document can be referenced

rthomas updated comment
4/6/2015
03:17:27
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without using an ID. The requirements for the @id attribute
differ depending on whether it is used on a topic element, a
map element, or an element within a topic or map.

The stuff about referencing DITA documents without using
element IDs is not relevant to this topic. Plus, that topic is
adequately covered under addressing.

Done keberlein updated comment
8/6/2015
11:26:58

The @id attributes for topic and map elements are true XML IDs; therefore, they must be unique with respect
to other XML IDs within the XML document that contains the topic or map element. The @id attribute for
most other elements within topics and maps are not declared to be XML IDs; this means that XML parsers do
not require that the values of those attributes be unique. However, the DITA specification requires that all IDs
be unique within the context of a topic. For this reason, tools might provide an additional layer of validation
to flag violations of this rule.
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The @id attributes for topic and map elements are true
XML IDs declaredÂ asÂ XML attribute type ID; therefore,
they must be unique with respect to other XML IDs within
the XML document that contains the topic or map element.
The @id attribute for most other elements within topics and
maps are not declared to be XML IDs; this means that XML
parsers do not require that the values of those attributes be
unique. However, the DITA specification requires that all
IDs be unique within the context of a topic. For this reason,
tools might provide an additional layer of validation to flag
violations of this rule.

rthomas updated change
4/6/2015
03:30:29

Done keberlein updated comment
8/6/2015
11:27:47

Value of the @id attribute
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Value of the @id attribute XML attribute type
for @id

rthomas updated change
4/6/2015
03:35:33
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Done keberlein updated comment
8/6/2015
11:29:22

Paragraph-level comments

For addressing DITA elements within maps and topics or individual topics within documents containing
multiple topics, URI references must include the appropriate DITA-defined fragment identifier. URI
references can be relative or absolute. A relative URI reference can consist of just a fragment identifier. Such
a reference is a reference to the document that contains the reference.
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For addressing DITA elements within maps and topics or
individual topics within documents containing multiple
topics, when the addressed element is in a different
document from the reference to it,Â URI references MUST
must include the appropriate DITA-defined fragment
identifier. URI references can be relative or absolute. A
relative URI reference can consist of just a fragment
identifier. Such a reference is a reference to the document
that contains the reference.

nharrison updated change
9/6/2015
12:41:04

The appropriate DITA-defined fragment identifier (such
as #topic or #topic/element) must be used regardless of
whether the addressed element is in the same document
or another document. Also: this is something that is
simply part of the address, making it a "must" rather than
a "MUST" - there is not an alternate way to do it, thus it's
not something to call out with a normative MUST to
avoid other behaviors.

randerson updated comment
9/6/2015
18:38:19

All resources can be directly addressed by URI references from DITA elements. Any fragment identifier used
must conform to the fragment identifier requirements that are defined for the target media type or provided by
processors.
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All resources can be directly addressed by URI
references from DITA elements. rthomas updated change

4/6/2015
03:57:38
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DITA can use URI references to directly address
non-DITA resources.

Any fragment identifier used must conform to the
fragment identifier requirements that are defined for the
target media type or provided by processors.

Done keberlein updated comment
8/6/2015
11:33:47

When addressing elements within maps, URI references can include a fragment identifier that includes the ID
of the map element, for example, filename.ditamap#mapId or #mapId. The same-topic, URI reference
fragment identifier of a period (.) may not be used in URI references to elements within maps.
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When addressing elements within maps, URI references
can include a fragment identifier that includes the ID of the
map element, for example, filename.ditamap#mapId or
#mapId . The same-topic, URI reference fragment
identifier of a period (.) may must not be used in URI
references to elements within maps.

rthomas updated change
4/6/2015
03:59:52

Done keberlein updated comment
8/6/2015
11:34:21

Delete comma after "same-topic": The same-topic URI
reference fragment identifer"

ekimber updated comment
9/6/2015
00:55:54

Changed to "The same-topic, URI-reference fragment
identifier of a period (.) ..."

liot, what you suggest is a very long noun string and
impossible to parse.

keberlein updated comment
9/6/2015
18:41:23

When addressing a non-topic element within a DITA topic, a URI reference must use a fragment identifier
that contains the ID of the ancestor topic element of the non-topic element being referenced, a slash ("/"), and
the ID of the non-topic element ( filename.dita#topicId/elementId or #topicId/elementId). When
addressing a non-topic element within the topic that contains the URI reference, the URI reference may
include the same topic fragment identifier of "." ( #./elementId).
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When addressing a non-topic element within a DITA topic,
a URI reference must use a fragment identifier that contains
the ID of the ancestor topic element of the non-topic
element being referenced, a slash ("/"), and the ID of the
non-topic element ( filename.dita#topicId/elementId or
#topicId/elementId ). When addressing a non-topic element
within the topic that contains the URI reference,

the URI reference may use an abbreviated fragment
identifier syntax that replaces the topic ID with â€œ.â€
(#./elementId).

the URI reference may include the same topic fragment
identifier of

rthomas updated change
4/6/2015
04:10:50

Done keberlein updated comment
8/6/2015
11:37:43

This addressing model makes it possible to reliably address elements that have values for the @id attribute that
are unique within a single DITA topic ,but which might not be unique within a larger XML document that
contains multiple DITA topics.

Annotation Reviewer Status Type Date Topic version

Spacing issue around that comma? tmagliery updated comment 9/6/2015 00:57:16

Corrected keberlein updated comment 9/6/2015 07:27:40

This addressing model makes it possible to reliably address elements that have values for the @id attribute that
are unique within a single DITA topic ,but which might not be unique within a larger XML document that
contains multiple DITA topics.
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This addressing model makes it possible to reliably address
elements reliablyÂ that have values for the @id attribute
that are unique within a single DITA topic , Â but which
might not be unique within a larger XML document that
contains multiple DITA topics.

sdoherty updated change
9/6/2015
01:14:19

Examples: URI reference syntax
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Discussing requirements for @format is overly
instructive for a table that is merely trying to show URI
syntax.

rthomas updated comment
4/6/2015
04:21:37

I don't agree--the @format attribute is essential and
many people will use this table as their *only*
instruction on how to do addressing.Â 

ekimber updated comment
9/6/2015
00:58:14

Examples: URI reference syntax
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I like the formatting notes, thoough they seem a bit
repetitive; they make this a good quick reference chart for
doing addressing.Â  Maybe they could be mentioned just
once, though they're especially useful for the more
ambiguous cases, e.g. for an element in a map, where the
use of format="ditamap" might not be intuitive.

nharrison updated comment
9/6/2015
12:56:47

The following table shows the URI syntax for common use cases.
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The double quotes look funny to me . . . necessary? Can't
say that I have seen it frequently elsewere in the spec.

sdoherty updated comment
9/6/2015
01:15:16

I think they help for the values that add "and a
format", or like the external one have more than one
sample. Given that, I think it's good to have them on
each value for consistency.

randerson new comment
9/6/2015
18:44:29

Reference an element within an map

Annotation Reviewer Status Type Date Topic version

Reference an element within an a map rthomas updated change 4/6/2015 04:14:12
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Done keberlein updated comment 8/6/2015 11:38:42

Reference to the same topic in the same XML document
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This item and the next one say "Reference to" but all
the previous ones say just "Reference". Needs
consistent-ification.

tmagliery updated comment
9/6/2015
00:53:32

Fixed keberlein updated comment
9/6/2015
07:29:45
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