
Cyber Threat Intelligence (CTI) Technical Committee (TC) Co-Chairs Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 

November 19, 2015 

10-11AM ET 

In Attendance: 

1. Aharon Chernin 

2. Alex Foley 

3. Bret Jordan 

4. Dave Eilken 

5. Ivan Kirillov 

6. Mark Davidson 

7. Rich Struse 

8. Trey Darley 

Not in Attendance: 

1. Pat Maroney 

2. Sean Barnum 

CTI Co-Chairs Alias 

 Rich is working with the OASIS CTI to establish an easy way to email all of the co-chairs at once 

Mark’s Change of Affiliation 

 Mark Davidson will be leaving Mitre on November 23 and joining Soltra on November 30 

Github 

 Bret pointed out (per Trey’s earlier email) that we need to be diligent about switching from the Mitre-owned Github 

over to OASIS 

 Rich is coordinating with OASIS and DHS counsel to ensure that we quickly match reality to our intention, that all 

intellectual property associated with STIX / TAXII is transferred over to OASIS 

Face-to-Face (F2F) 

 Aharon indicated that we have had 28 total members respond to the offsite invitation 

o 25 people will be attending 

o 3 people will not be attending 

 Some attendees are highlighting certain food allergies, we will adapt accordingly 

 Aharon indicated that the response still seems low – is communicating one-on-one with a few folks that haven’t 

committed yet 

 Rich wanted to ease concerns about total attendance – while there are many interested parties in the CTI’s work, 

not all of them will see the need to spend two days intimately involved in development 

 Rich and Mark mentioned the suggestion that we minimize TAXII discussions (say 25% of total time) and focus on 

STIX and CybOX (say 75% of the time) 

 Rich brought the idea of multiple tracks back up, if some members wanted to focus on some concepts more than 

others 

 Bret suggested that we base that decision on the total number of attendees – splitting 25 folks into two groups 

may not make sense, but we may want to spent the last few hours of each day in separate small groups 

 Rich, Trey and Bret talked about the general concern of triggering discussion that leads nowhere or spirals away 

from consensus 

 Suggestion that we try to coordinate people’s logistics through the Wiki so we can get more accurate counts 

 Rich suggested that we attempt to rank topics via SurveyMonkey 

 Bret wondered if we would be able to obtain quorum at the offsite, especially since we’ve had a number of voter-

eligible actions recently that have likely reduced our voting roll 

 Rich expressed concern that we continue to send a message of inclusion by having electronic votes, but Alex and 

Bret both indicated that we should focus on making decisions at the face-to-face and hopefully via official votes 



MTI Discussion 

 Trey expressed a desire that we officially decide on our MTI and move on to end the discussion on JSON vs. XML 

 Rich agreed, specifically noting that we should probably focus on one and only one preferred MTI 

 Various discussion points on XML vs. JSON vs. Protobufs vs. Tomorrow’s Frontier 

 Previously we have heard the idea that we might be able to support more than one binding type 

 Trey and Rich both emphasized that we probably need to focus on one and only one binding to emphasize 

interoperability, but both understood that there may be a general desire to support more than one MTI over time 

 This would not preclude the CTI from defining or supporting best practices for alternate bindings 

 Aharon encouraged the idea of a MTI so we can get over the argument of XML vs. JSON 

 Rich and Trey both agreed as we consider this idea that we be very careful not to close the door on alternatives – 

but the benefits of standardizing on one highly desirable MTI probably outweigh the idea of unlimited options 

 Trey volunteered to write up a one page draft on the mandatory MTI concept so we can consider a full TC vote on 

the concept; Rich agreed 

 Mark asked for any objections – none were given 

Co-Chairs Meeting / Meeting Block Concept 

 Alex also reminded the group of our proposed meeting block concept – next full TC meeting will occur in the first 

or second week of December 

 Ivan will be taking up the co-chairs meeting now that Mark’s allegiances have shifted (slightly), foregoing a Webex 

so we can continue to support VOIP connectivity easily 

 A co-chair not to be named complained about having to remember a meeting code while dialing in. 

 Other co-chairs reminded him of technologies like pen and paper and phone numbers with commas and semi-

colors that have been developed to aid with this problem 

 Alex will build list of members who did not attend the last meeting and did not vote in either of the previous two 

ballots to adjust voting rights 

 Alex will also prepare a reminder for the list on how voting rights work and what the process should be 

 


