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Element Definition 

entry part of a lexicographic resource which contains information 

related to at least one headword 

headword Organising element of an entry in a lexicographic resource. In 

printed dictionaries typically at the top of an entry 

secondary 
headword 

headword-like lexical item occurring within an entry in a 
lexicographic resource, for example derived forms, feminine 
forms, multiword expressions. Often an organising element 

of a part of an entry 

variant headword lexical item representing one of the alternative forms of the 

headword, for example spelling variation, regional variation, 

... 

inflected form a form of the inflectional paradigm of the headword 

part of speech any of the word classes to which a lexical item may be 

assigned, e.g. noun, verb, adjective, etc. 

 sense part of an entry which groups together information relating 
to a meaning of a headword (or secondary headword), for 
example definitions, examples, and translations 

sense structure division and ordering of the senses in an entry 

definition a statement that describes a meaning and permits its 
differentiation from other meanings within a sense structure 
of an entry 

sense indicator a short statement that gives an indication of a meaning and 
permits its differentiation from other meanings within a 
sense structure of an entry 
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Additional terms used in the definitions or which are potentially relevant in the context of ELEXIS, 

but which are not elements in our data model: 

 

controlled vocabulary: fixed list of items which are used to reduce ambiguity and ensure consistency  

 

lexical item: any word, abbreviation, partial word, or phrase which is described or mentioned in an 

entry in a lexicographic resource  

 

lexicographic resource: 

 

meaning: the unique semantic, grammatical and/or pragmatic contribution that a headword in a 

particular sense makes to the overall understanding of an utterance 

 

multiword expression: a sequence of lexical items that has properties that may not be predictable 

from the properties of the individual lexical items or their normal mode of combination. For 

example, collocations, phrasemes, compounds, idiomatic expressions, lexical combinations, and so 

forth. A MWE can have the status of headword or secondary headword in the lexicographic 

resource. 

 

source language: the language of a lexical item (that is to be translated in another language) 

[adapted from ISO1951:2007] 

 

target language: the language into which a lexical item is to be translated  [adapted from 

ISO1951:2007] 

 

word class: 

a category of words grouped together based on form, meaning or syntactic characteristics 

 

label controlled vocabulary indicating some kind of restriction on 

the use of the lexical item, for example, time, region, domain, 

register 

example an instance of a lexical item's usage in a specific sense  

translation an equivalent in an other language of any element in an 
entry 

cross reference an element providing any kind of link or reference to another 

element within or outside the lexicographic resource.  

note free text remark that can accompany any element in a 

lexicographic resource 


