
OASIS eGov Technical Committee Meeting Minutes 
2004-10-04 

Crown Plaza, Brussels City Centre 
 
Attendees in Brussels: 
 
Surname First name Organisation 
Borras John UK e-Government Unit 
Ahmed Farah UK e-Government Unit 
Cumming Maewyn UK e-Government Unit 
Hagen Martin City of Bremen/OSCI Office 
Spencer  Paul Boynings Consultancy 
Wrightson  Ann CSW 
Gannon   Patrick OASIS
Colas   Sylvie ADAE (observer)
Lee  Kyu-Chui ECIF (observer)
Kjeldgaard Michael Ministry of Science, Denmark` 
Van den Berghe Luc CEN/ISSS (observer) 

 
 
 
 
Attendees by phone: 
 
Surname First name Organisation 
Brooks Rex HumanMarkup.org, Inc
Martin  Monica Sun Microsystems 
Najmi   Farrukh Sun Microsystems
Ross John Security & Standards 
Brun  Mikkel Ministry of Science, Denmark 
Bosak  John Sun Microsystems 
Wallis Colin NZ State Services Commission 

 
1. Introductions and round table (John Borras) 

 
The TC welcomed observers from Korea and France, with the hope to learn more about what their countries are working on in the realm of 
eGovernment. 
SC gave a brief introduction into the work of ADAE (http://www.adae.gouv.fr), its main task is to develop e-services for France. ADAE is working 
on a registry of core components and SC hoped that by attending the TC meeting more information can be exchanged as well as opening 
opportunities to collaborate on projects. 
K-CL reported that his Korean based organization is working on service-orientated architecture and have recently built a UDDI registry. ECIF’s 
next project is electronic records management and long term preservation of records. 
 
MH reported that Germany is moving towards service-orientated architecture and have mandated the use of the OCI standard for all transports in 
services.  

 
2. Harmonizing taxonomies (Maewyn Cumming) 
 

MC reported on the status of the project; agreed complete harmonization would not be possible. The scope has now been changed; the aim now 
is to reconcile what is being used at the moment. 

http://www.adae.gouv.fr/


The UK is currently undertaking reconciling its main category list with that of other local versions and this is proving to be a difficult task. 
MC has published a glossary of terms to enable better understanding of the terms used across the subject area. 
 
JB reported that he and Peter Brown had approached CEN on taking this project forward recently. 
LVB confirmed that a project has been proposed to the workshop by UK eGU to investigate taxonomy metadata. LVB was unable to elaborate on 
the project in more detail. 
 
MC believed that this paper would be the first step of the TC project work; the proposal for CEN is to find out what taxonomies are being used 
within Europe. 
JB stressed that although the CEN work will be undertaken, it would not solve the problem of harmonizing taxonomies. 
Focus should be placed at merging taxonomies instead of total mapping. This can be achieved by investigating how others have taken on similar 
projects of harmonization. 
 
MH agreed that work should concentrate on learning from what methods others have used in mapping taxonomies, especially specific examples 
from both the public and private sector. 
MK reported that Denmark is working on a ‘taxonomy of taxonomies’ in line with the models for work on enterprise architecture. 
 
AW reported on similar work on harmonization being considered by the UK Technical Metadata Working Group. 
Action: AW to send Model and relating papers to TC. 
 
MC suggested that there would be clear benefits in completing the glossary, but that there should be improved co-ordination in efforts. 
The TC discussed the relevancy of the work of the Global Justice model; it is a good repository of pre-defined semantics. Further exploration into 
the ties with UBL should also be considered. 
 
The TC discussed the two options presented at the meeting; to either recommend by examples, or to focus on the issues surrounding mapping. 
 
JB concluded that as the CEN proposed project only looks at specifics, the only other body that would consider taking on the wider aspects would 
be an OASIS TC or SC. 
MH proposed to develop a map of what taxonomies exist already, identifying ones which should be either harmonize, mapped or ignored. 
JB emphasized the need to produce recommendations for rest of the world and not just the European Union. 
Action: JB to send revised project scope to take into account changes discussed. 
Action: MC to continue working on the glossary. 

 
3. Naming and Design Rules (Michael Kjeldgaard) 

 
MH presented the paper recently posted to the TC, concluding that a decision now needs to be made as to whether the paper need to be taken 
forward. 
 
MH made several recommendations to take the project forward, focusing on adoption strategies and how to specialize and localize ideas. 



This project would not pose a challenge to the Harmonizing Taxonomies work. 
PS noted that it is essential that this work is carried through to enable global interoperability, especially as the UK is not fully aligned with that of 
UN-CEFACT. 
AW stated that the work must be clear and simple to understand by the end user. 
Action: MK to draft a paper in time for the next meeting, with the aim to agree upon a project scope. 
 
Project papers are to be taken, alongside the minutes and presentation to the OASIS Asia-Pacific SC meeting. 

 
4. CEN/Semantic Interoperability (Peter Brown) 
 

In the absence of PB, JB reported that PB had met with CEN regarding the proposed work although no definite decisions have been taken. 
 
5. Electronic Records (Ann Wrightson) 

 
AW emphasized the need to make a clear distinction between long term archiving and records management. 
AW reported that work had been undertaken with Norway but this work has ceased. AW proposed to restart the work as soon as possible and 
submit a paper to the TC within a month. 
Action: TC to provide feedback on AW’s paper. 
AW reported on work detailing an outline for records keeping in government and is awaiting feedback on outline (policy level) paper from Malcolm 
Todd from the UK National Archives. 
 
AW detailed the next steps for the paper would be to provide further details as to the concept. 
AW reported that the UK’s National Archives are looking into how to archive existing (digital) files and content. 
 
The TC discussed various scenarios of e-records in government, focusing on providing item integrity, authentication and metadata as key issues. 
AW proposed to draft a paper that highlights the basic issues of electronic records, with the possibility of producing good-practice guidelines in the 
future. 
Action: AW, JR and Malcolm Todd to meet to discuss work further. 
Action: SC to provide information on France’s policy on electronic records. 
 

6. ebXML pilot (Farrukh Najmi & Paul Spencer) 
 

Work has been concentrated on putting together the registry repository, including the rules for implementing the registry in the government 
scenario. 
 
Once the pilot is ready to go live it will need data to be entered in order to start the mapping 
FN suggested that it would be good to include the Canadian work in the exercise. 
PS reported that work is being carried out on the schema components, including investigating how to manage the change of the presentation of 
the data into a format that would be recognized by the registry. 
 



FN stressed the need to consider the new work on the ‘federation’ view, as currently it is in the scope as a requirement of the registry but the 
machinery is not available to take the work on. 
MH expressed interest in seeing how the pilot would relate to the Danish registry that has already been established, emphasizing the need for a 
generic ebXML meta-model for use by governments, as well as practical experiences. 
 
The next steps were identified as: 
- XML expression format for core components. 
- Mapping from XML syntax from core components into ebXML registry. 
 
The ebXML registry TC is currently looking into the above. 
 
The TC agreed on the importance and necessity for user testing. 
Work needs to be completed on an agreed syntax for the UK metadata standard, as well as more work into schema components and not just 
schemas. 
 
The TC discussed the possibility of including the work of Denmark into the registry. 
SC reported that France are planning to build a registry and hope to have it running by November. 

 
. Core Components 7

 
 w CT activity has increased. It as reported that the UN-CEFA

FN suggested that work would be coordinated with the Core Components SC and the work being carried out by France Telecom. 
It was hoped that synergy would be achieved between this TC and UN-CEFACT. 
France Telecom has been tasked to share business information between national agencies and is using an ebXML registry. They are currently 
developing a model that maps between the UN-CEFACT model and others. It is hoped that this model will be good enough to be used within other 
scenarios. 
Physical mappings have been made based on core components. 
The role of this TC was suggested as being primarily an observer on the work. 
JB confirmed work to go ahead on the business definitions whilst the pilot project is undertaken by France Telecom. 
 

8. Workflow (Monica Martin) 
 

rted that no further commentMM repo s on the paper have been received. 
MM has re-edited the paper, emphasizing emerging standards and the human decision-making part of the process (where human input affects the 
process may or may not be explicitly mentioned in the various standards). 
Definitions have also been added to the paper. 
MM recognized work is being carried out by the BCM TC which is currently being carried through the OASIS process. MM is in email contact with 
this TC. 
 



The TC discussed the importance of the human participation into workflow; whether the process needs to be halted once a human interacts. JB 
reported that the UK places greater importance on automation, with the human interface being carried out for exception. 
 
The key points for dealing with workflow were suggested as; process, context and role. 
 
MM proposed that some of the work previously outlined should be spilt up, identifying the areas of conflict in some areas regardless of limitation 
between the different types of input. 
 
It was proposed that the work provides examples of three specific cases that detail the needs of government, and how the standards provide 
effectiveness. Guidance is also needed; however, the paper should not suggest one route or another. 
 
MM will redraft the paper. 
Action: TC to provide use cases. 
 

9. UBL update (Jon Bosak) 
 
Jon entation, sent to the TC the previous day.  Bosak walked through the pres
 
The work should be approved as an OASIS UBL standard by the end of November. UBL v1.1 is due out mid 2005. 
 
JBosak requested TC members to engage with the developments of v1.1 and its localizations. 
 
 

10. Date and location of next meeting 

he will be posted on the TC website in due course. 
 
T  details are to be decided. More information 
 
 
 


