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1. Introduction

DocBook is general purpose XML and SGML document type particularly well suited to books and papers about
computer hardware and software (though it is by no means limited to these applications).

The DocBook Technical Committee maintains the DocBook schema. DocBook is officially available as a Document
Type Definition (DTD) for both XML and SGML. It is unofficially available in other forms as well.

The Version 4.4bl release is a maintainance release. It introduces no backwards-incompatible changes. All valid
DocBook 4.3 documents are also valid DocBook 4.4b1 documents.

The genesis of thisrelease is a bug in the catalog files for DocBook V4.3. The Committee decided to produce a 4.4
release, incorporating a few recent backwards-compatible changes, rather than simply produce a 4.3.1 release to fix
the bugs.

The DocBook Technical Committee welcomes bug reports and requests for enhancement (RFEs) from the user com-
munity. The current list of outstanding requestsis available through the SourceForge tracker interface. Thisisaso the
preferred mechanism for submitting new regquests. Old RFEs, from a previous legacy tracking system, are archived
for reference.

2. Terminology

The key words must, must not, required, shall, shall not, should, should not, recommended, may, and optional in this
Working Draft are to be interpreted as described in [RFC 2119]. Note that for reasons of style, these words are not
capitalized in this document.

3. The DocBook Document Type V4.4b1

The DocBook document type is distributed for XML and SGML from the DocBook site at OASIS. DocBook is also
available from the mirror on http://docbook.org/.

3.1. Changes in DocBook V4.4b1

There are no backwards-incompatible changes in this release.

Each of the changes made between DocBook V4.3 and DocBook V4.4b1 is summarized here. For complete details,
consult the individual RFESs and the meeting minutes.

3.1.1. Bug Fixes

* Added the HTML Table Module to the catalog files for DocBook and DocBook XML.
3.1.2. Enhancements

» Added package element per the Febuary, 2004 meeting.

« Allowi mageobj ect co asachild of medi aobj ect (thiseffectively makes medi aobj ect co unnecessary)
per the Febuary, 2004 meeting.
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* Added bi bl i or ef element per the May, 2004 meeting.
* Added spaci ng attributetovari abl el i st per the April, 2004 meeting.
* Addedsuperscri pt andsubscri pt tothe content model of thegui * elements per the May, 2004 meeting.

4. Release Notes

XML validation technologies have evolved rapidly in the last few years. The Technical Committee is exploring the
possibility of using RELAX NG asthe principal validation technology for DocBook V5.0. The moveto RELAX NG
will also cause some one time backward-incompatible changes which are not listed in this specifcation.

5. Changes Proposed for DocBook V5.0

Thefollowing backwards-incompatible changeswere announced in DocBook V4.0, the DocBook Technical Committee
expects to incorporate them into DocBook V5.0.

Each of the changes proposed is summarized here. For complete details, consult the individual RFEs and the meeting
minutes.

» DocBook V5.0 will be primarily an XML DTD. Thiswill require awide range of changes. As aresult, DocBook
V5.0 will more closely resemble The XML version of DocBook V4.x than the SGML version.

» Planned parameter entity reorganization may reduce some content models. The goal of this effort is to remove a
large number of spurious elements that snuck into content models during the first parameter entity reorganization
(circaDocBook 2.4). In practice the TC expects changes to have very little "real world" impact.

» Thecoor ds attribute will be removed from ar easet .

e Thearticl ei nf o element will beremoved frombi bl i oentry.

» Thecont ent s attribute will be removed from booki nf o and set i nf o.

* The % ndexdi vconponent . m x; parameter entity will be restricted. Numbered figures and other elements
inappropriate for ani ndex or set i ndex will be removed.

* Therevhi st ory element will be removed from gl osst erm

* RFE416415: Theconst ant cl ass will beremoved fromsyst ermi t em

* Thegraphi candi nlinegraphi c elementswill be removed.

o Tableswill berestricted from full CALS Table Model to the OASIS Exchange model.

6. Changes Proposed for DocBook V6.0

The DocBook Technical Committee expects to announce the foll owing backwards-incompatible changes in DocBook
V5.0, for eventua incorporation into DocBook V6.0.

Each of the changes proposed is summarized here. For complete details, consult the individual RFEs and the meeting
minutes.

* RFE 412476: Thecl ass attribute on pr oduct nane will be#1 MPLI ED.

* RFE 482810: The content model of nsgt ext isfar too broad. It will be reduced to the same mixture as %ex-
anpl e. m x; .

 RFE482811: Theti t | e element will beremoved from%bi bl i oconponent . m x; (useci tetit! einstead).

» RFE 482812: The content model of citetitle will be reduced from Y%para.char.m x; to
%itle.char.mx;.

» RFE 482815: Thesynopsi s element will be removed from %par a. char. m x; .

* RFE 482818: Simplify the content model of t oc.

» RFE 482819: The content models of the bibliography elements will be adjusted so that it is not possible to mix
bi bl i oset and bi bl i onset elements.

* RFE 482922: Thensgt ext element will be constrained to occur only inside nsgset . See also RFE 482817.
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» RFE 531851: Remove inline person name elements as proposed.
» RFE 531855: Remove cor pnane as proposed.

The DocBook Media Type

This appendix registers anew MIME mediatype, "appl i cat i on/ docbook+xm ".

1. Registration of MIME media type application/doc-

book+xml

MIME mediatype name:
MIME subtype name;
Required parameters:

Optional parameters:

Encoding considerations:

Security considerations:

Interoperability considerations:

Published specification:

Applications which use this media
type:

Additional information:

Person & email address to contact
for further information:

Intended usage:

Author/Change controller:

application

docbook+xm
None.
charset Thisparameter hasidentical semanticstothechar set parameter

of theappl i cati on/ xm mediatypeasspecified in[RFC 3023]
or its successors.

By virtue of DocBook XML content being XML, it hasthe same considerations
when sent as "appl i cati on/ docbook+xm " as does XML. See [RFC
3023], Section 3.2.

Several DocBook elements may refer to arbitrary URIs. In this case, the security
issues of RFC 2396, section 7, should be considered.

None.

This mediatype registration is for DocBook documents as described by [Doc-
Book: TDG].

Thereisno experimental, vendor specific, or personal tree predecessor to "ap-
plication/ docbook+xm ", reflecting thefact that no applications currently
recognizeit. This new typeisbeing registered in order to allow for the deploy-
ment of DocBook on the World Wide Web, as afirst class XML application.
Magic number(s): Thereis no singleinitial octet sequence
that isaways present in DocBook docu-
ments.

DocBook documents are most often
identified with the extension ".xml".

File extension(s):

Macintosh File Type Code(s): TEXT

Norman Walsh, <ndw@wal sh. comp.

COMMON

The DocBook specification is awork product of the DocBook Technical Com-
mittee at OASIS.
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2. Fragment ldentifiers

For documents labeled as "appl i cati on/ docbook+xm ", the fragment identifier notation is exactly that for
"appl i cati on/ xm ", as specified in [RFC 3023] or its successors.

OASIS DocBook Technical Committee (Non-
Normative)

The following individuals were members of the committee during the formulation of this Working Draft:

» Jeff Bed

» Steve Cogorno

* AdamDi Carlo

» Paul Grosso

e Dick Hamilton

* Nancy Harrison

» Scott Hudson

* Mark Johnson

o JirkaKosek (prospective)
* Larry Rowland

* Michadl Smith

* Robert Stayton, Secretary
* Norman Walsh, Chair, Editor
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