
DITA and XLIFFDITA and XLIFF



Applied XLIFF: Real world DITA Applied XLIFF: Real world DITA 
ExampleExample

Chair of the DITA TC formed a subcommittee to Chair of the DITA TC formed a subcommittee to 
focus on Translation.  He asked me to run focus on Translation.  He asked me to run 
some samples through my xliffRoundTrip some samples through my xliffRoundTrip 
tool, to see if it could become part of the tool, to see if it could become part of the 
DITA translation tool kit DITA translation tool kit 

•• I Grabbed the DITA Open Toolkit samples I Grabbed the DITA Open Toolkit samples 
(DITA(DITA--OT1.2.2_bin.zip) from OT1.2.2_bin.zip) from 

http://ditahttp://dita--ot.sourceforge.netot.sourceforge.net
•• Ran them through the xliffRoundTrip toolRan them through the xliffRoundTrip tool
http://sourceforge.net/projects/xliffroundtrip/http://sourceforge.net/projects/xliffroundtrip/



Started with one of samples from the DITA Started with one of samples from the DITA 
OASIS pageOASIS page

<!-- (C) Copyright IBM Corporation 2001, 2005. All 
Rights Reserved.

*-->
<!DOCTYPE concept PUBLIC "-//OASIS//DTD DITA 

Concept//EN"
"../../dtd/concept.dtd">

<concept id="conceptconcept" xml:lang="en-us">
<title>Garage Concepts</title>
<conbody><p>A well-stocked garage can be the 

envy of the neighborhood.</p></conbody>
</concept>



Ran the xliffRoundTrip tool: Ran the xliffRoundTrip tool: 
XML to XLIFF stepXML to XLIFF step



Created a perfectly valid XLIFF FileCreated a perfectly valid XLIFF File
<xliff xmlns="urn:oasis:names:tc:xliff:document:1.1" 

xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance" 
xmlns:xmrk="http://www.xmarker.com" version="1.1" 
xsi:schemaLocation="urn:oasis:names:tc:xliff:document:1.1       
xliff-1.1.xsd">

<file original="concept" source-language="en" datatype="plaintext" 
xmrk:id="conceptconcept">

<body>
<trans-unit xmrk:ancs="1" id="title-x-mch1-N10006" resname="title">
<source xmrk:ancs="1">Garage ConceptsGarage Concepts</source>
<target>Garage ConceptsGarage Concepts</target>
</trans-unit>
<group resname="conbody" xmrk:ancs="1" id="throw1-N10008">
<trans-unit xmrk:ancs="2" id="p-x-mch1-N10009" resname="p">
<source xmrk:ancs="2">A wellA well--stocked garage can be the envy of the stocked garage can be the envy of the 

neighborhood.neighborhood.</source>
<target>A wellA well--stocked garage can be the envy of the neighborhood.stocked garage can be the envy of the neighborhood.</target>
</trans-unit>
</group>
</body>
</file>
</xliff>



Did a quick and dirty translationDid a quick and dirty translation
<xliff xmlns="urn:oasis:names:tc:xliff:document:1.1" 

xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance" 
xmlns:xmrk="http://www.xmarker.com" version="1.1" 
xsi:schemaLocation="urn:oasis:names:tc:xliff:document:1.1       
xliff-1.1.xsd">

<file original="concept" source-language="en" datatype="plaintext" 
xmrk:id="conceptconcept">

<body>
<trans-unit xmrk:ancs="1" id="title-x-mch1-N10006" resname="title">
<source xmrk:ancs="1">Garage ConceptsGarage Concepts</source>
<target>GaragenGaragen--KonzepteKonzepte</target>
</trans-unit>
<group resname="conbody" xmrk:ancs="1" id="throw1-N10008">
<trans-unit xmrk:ancs="2" id="p-x-mch1-N10009" resname="p">
<source xmrk:ancs="2">A wellA well--stocked garage can be the envy of the stocked garage can be the envy of the 

neighborhood.neighborhood.</source>
<target>Eine gutEine gut--gefgefüüllte Garage kann die Nachbarn neidisch machenllte Garage kann die Nachbarn neidisch machen</target>
</trans-unit>
</group>
</body>
</file>
</xliff>



Did the XLIFF to XML stepDid the XLIFF to XML step



Got a translated DITA fileGot a translated DITA file

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"?>
<!-- (C) Copyright IBM Corporation 2001, 2005. All 

Rights Reserved.
*-->
<concept id="conceptconcept">
<title>Garagen-Konzepte</title>
<conbody>
<p>Eine gut-gefüllte Garage kann die 

Nachbarn neidisch machen</p>
</conbody>
</concept>



Problem: lots of DITA files can Problem: lots of DITA files can 
be tedious to process, 1 by 1be tedious to process, 1 by 1



DITA/XLIFF WorkshopDITA/XLIFF Workshop
•• Unique ChallengesUnique Challenges

–– A strength of DITA to aid in singleA strength of DITA to aid in single--sourcing is that sourcing is that 
each topic can become a single file, potentially each topic can become a single file, potentially 
shared by many documentsshared by many documents

–– It can become difficult to process the many It can become difficult to process the many 
different topic files that could make up each different topic files that could make up each 
documentdocument

•• Strategy: Strategy: 
–– Take advantage of DITATake advantage of DITA’’s mapfile in order to s mapfile in order to 

manage the many topic filesmanage the many topic files
–– Create an XSLT to read the mapfile, and convert Create an XSLT to read the mapfile, and convert 

each of the referenced files to XLIFFeach of the referenced files to XLIFF



DITA/XLIFF Roundtrip

Open Source tool Demonstration



Begin with a set of DITA Topics 
and Map files



Rendered with the DITA OT



Double click step 1



A Single XLIFF file is created





Double Click Step 2



Target elements are translated





Double Click Step 3



Creates new folders with translated 
topics and SVG files



Translated, Rendered with the DITA OT



In the real word

• Use your own DITA project
• Generate the XLIFF file
• Have an LSP translate the XLIFF file
• Run the Import step
• Enjoy your translated DITA Topics and 

SVG files


