
Proposal for changes to KMIP Specification related to conformance (20-Sep-2011) – rev 3 

KMIP conformance requirements are currently spread across both the KMIP Specification and the KMIP 

Profiles document. This is required to some degree, in that the conformance statement needs to be 

included in the Specification. However, the KMIP Specification includes more than is required for a 

conformance statement, including definition of profiles that more properly belongs in the KMIP Profiles 

document.  

This proposal suggests two changes to the KMIP Specification V1.1, intended to simplify the 

conformance-related language in the KMIP Specification and to consolidate profiles in the KMIP Profiles 

document. A separate but related proposal (“KMIP Profiles conformance proposal 31aug11.pdf”) defines 

the corresponding changes to the KMIP Profiles V1.1 document, including the incorporation of the “Base 

Profile” currently in the KMIP Specification Section 12 into the KMIP Profiles document. 

Proposed changes to KMIP Specification V1.1 (kmip-spec-1.1-cd-01.pdf): 

1. Change Section 10 (lines 1930-1934 inclusive) of the KMIP Specification to read as follows 

 KMIP Servers and Clients SHALL establish and maintain channel 
confidentiality and integrity, and provide assurance of authenticity for KMIP 
messaging as specified in [KMIP-Prof]. 
 

For all operations other than Discover Versions, both KMIP servers and KMIP clients SHALL establish and maintain 

confidentiality and integrity, and provide assurance of server authenticity for KMIP messaging as specified in 

[KMIP-Prof]. For the Discover Versions operation, both KMIP servers and KMIP clients MAY establish and maintain 

confidentiality and integrity, and provide assurance of server authenticity for KMIP messaging as specified in 
[KMIP-Prof].  

2. Change Section 12 (including section title and all text, including subsections) of the KMIP 

Specification to read as follows 

12. KMIP Server and Client implementation Conformance  

12.1 KMIP Server Implementation Conformance 
 
An implementation is a conforming KMIP Server if the implementation meets the conditions specified in one or more server 
profiles specified in [KMIP-Prof].   

 
A KMIP server implementation SHALL be a conforming KMIP Server. 
 
If a KMIP server implementation claims support for a particular server profile, then the implementation SHALL conform to all 
normative statements within the clauses specified for that profile and for any subclauses to each of those clauses. 

 
12.2 KMIP Client Implementation Conformance 
 
An implementation is a conforming KMIP Client if the implementation meets the conditions specified in one or more client 
profiles specified in [KMIP-Prof].   

 
A KMIP client implementation SHALL be a conforming KMIP Client. 
 
If a KMIP client implementation claims support for a particular client profile, then the implementation SHALL conform to all 
normative statements within the clauses specified for that profile and for any subclauses to each of those clauses. 
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